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Enforced Gestures
¢ Hditor The Chronicle—

Sir: California has covered itself with glory!

At last we are safe from little children
who threaten to destroy our freedom and our
liberties ; small ehildren who place their trust
in God and who believe that honor and obei-
sance belong to Iim only ; children who have
the courage to stand for their eonvietions
against much opposition and who insist that
they have the right to worship (God according
to the dietates of their conselence,

The State Supreme Court has rendered a
momentous deeision; it will now be perfectly
proper for school authorities to instill by foree
the principles of liberty and freedom in these
small ehildren,

The flag again flies high o’er the land of the
free and the home of the brave—H. R. Alden,
in San Franciseo Chronicle,

Salute to the Flag

¢ Over in Italy conscientious objection to flag
salutes is not permissible. In Germany any
parent whose child failed to take part in the
morning “Heil Hitler” ehorus would probably
find himseif in a concentration ecamp. In
Russia any student who refused to raise his
clenched fist when the pedagoguc’s order for a
Commurnist sslute was given might be taken
down into the cellar and shot. But in this
country, in blessed contrast, a citizen can join
in patrictic .exercises or not, as he pleases,
without being any the worse for it. Onee in a
while some public official does run counter to
this democratic spirit, bul he usually lives to
regret it.——Hutehinson (Kans.) News,

Silly Ruling

® Add to silly court Tulings of the year the
recent decision of the New York Court of
Appeals that a school child ean be forced to
salute the American flag because the gesture
is not an act of worship, and therefore does
not interfere with religious liberties,

Such a misguided and inept ruling proves
that not all judges are all-wise, Worse yet, it
defeats its purpose of encouraging patriotism
and love of country, for a child certainly
learns neither by being made to perform an
act forbidden by his family. All it does 18 con-

fuse and embitter the child.—Minneapolis Siar.
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“And in HlS name shall the natlons hope.”

__Matthew 12:21, A.R.V.
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Supreme Court Denies Freedom of Conscience-

SOMPULSORY FLAG SALUTES” is

the title of an interesting article in the
April issue of Luw Notes, published at New
York. The author, Thomas J. Booth, refers to
the fact that the validity of ecompulsory flag-
salute laws has been upheld by the highest
court in cach of five states and hy one federal
district court, and that under those judicial
rulings publie school officials may arbitrarily
ignore and override the conscientious dbjeec-
tion of children who believe that their partie-
ipation in the sehool flag-salute ceremony is
an act violating the mandate of Almighty
God. He states:

With these decisions a new appendage has been
added to the body of case law—a malignant growth
which should he cauterized in ifs incipient stage.

At the time his statement was made there
were two cases pending before the United
States Supreme Court involving the flag-
salute regulation. One of these was the ease of
Johnson v. Town of Deerfield, which was ap-
pealed Irom a three-judge United States Dis-
trict. Court for Massachusetts to the nation’s
highest tribunzl. The other was the ease of
Gabrielli v. Knickerbocker, carried on appeal
to Washington from Cahforma g Supreme

Court.
© With these 1wo cases before It the Supreme
Court of the United States had an excellent
opportunity to apply the burning iron and
purge this “malignant growth” from the body
politie. Tt failed to use the opportunity. On
the eontrary, on April 17 it upheld the former
decisions. Thus it caused an evil and wicked
prineiple of law to be made a permanent addi-
tion to the body of case law of this nation.
Additionally, by that ruling the Supreme
Court started tolling of the bell signaling the
last obsequies of freedom of conscience in this
“sweet land of liberty”.

What is this new appendage to the law
whieh has been so aptly tagged as “a malig-
nant growth™?
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It is & new prineiple grafted onto the law.
It is an alien, un- American conception of law.
It is of the pernicious, totalitarian modcl eas-
ily recognized in the forced “heils”, goose-
stepping and saluting that is epidemic today
in what Americans still eall “the 0ld World”
It is a coneept of law which exaltg “the State”
to supremacy, subjects all individual rights to
state control, and requires unquestioning obe-
dience of every person to those in charge of
the regimentation,

In the case of Johnson v. Town of Deer-
field, the Supreme Court affirmed the decision
of the three-judge Federal distriet court for
Massachusetts, In the case of Gabrielli v.
Enickerbocker, the highest court rejected the
appeal on technical grounds. No lengthy opin-
ion was given by the court, but its affirmance
of the district coury’s opinion in the Johnson
cage implies that the Supreme Court agrees
with the reasons and statements set forth in
the lower court’s decision. The record in that
case discloses the issue raised and enables one
to evaluate its determination by the high
court,

William A. Jobnson is a resident of the
Town of Deerfield in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. Flis children, William, Dor-
othy, and Gloria, attended the South Deer-
field public schools until Oetober 17, 1938,
On October 14 last, the school committee
adepted a resolution requiring all pupils to sa-
lute the flag, and providing for expulsion of
pupils who refuse to comply with the rule.
This was done in conformity with the provi-
sions of Chapter 71, Section 69, of the General
Laws of Massachusetis.

The Johnson children refused to comply
with the rule. On October 17 they were sus-
pended from school by the superintendent.
Later this suspension was confirmed by the
school committee. An action was then brought
in the Federal District Court to require re-
insiatement of the children in the publie
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sehool, In the complaint filed in this action the
children informed the court that the act of
galuting a flag violates the law of Almighty
God as stated in His Word, the Bible. (Exodus
20:3-6) The court, in deciding the case, said:

They [meaning the flag salute and pledge of
allegiance] do not concern the views of any one as
to his Creator. They do not touech upon his rela-
tions witk his Maker,

In affirming that

This battle over the right of conscience was
fought out in the early days of this country.
The struggle finally culminated in the clear-
cut declaration that no judge or civil magis-
trate had the right to intrude hLis powers into
the field of opinion and belief.

The United States Supreme Court made
that principle its own in 1889, when, in the
oo o - ease of Davis v. Bea-

_decision of the dis-
triet court, the Unit-
ed States Supreme
Court approved and
confirmed this quoted
gtatement. In otlrer
words, the court says
that no school child
has any right to be-
lieve that the flag sa.
lute is contrary to the
law of God. Tt holds
that no school child
has the right to decide
whether his act is in
conformity with the
law of God. This tri-
bunal has exalted it-
self to the position of
an arbiter of the va-
lidity of the school
child’s conscientious
convietions, and de-
cides for the child
that the flag salute
cannot in any sense
be concerned with the
relations of such ehild to his Creator. The
court goes further and holds that because a
child entertains such belief, and acts in ae-
cordance with that belief, he may be denied
the right of attendance at the public schools.

The effect of this decision goes far heyond
the mere question of whether a ehild ean be re-
quired by state law to salute the national flag.
It takes the highest court into a new field. It
establishes a new prineiple, which is contrary
to fundamental prineiples followed by courts
in this country for a century and a half, It
sanctions the removal of freedom of con-
geience and religious liberty by means of a
state law or an administrative regnlation. It
authorizes courts to enter into the realm of the
individual’s eonscience and to decide whether
or not conscience is rightly educated, exer-
cised and direeted.
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Only a man with a conscience can be a true patriot

son (133 U. 8. 333),
it stated:

With man's relations
to his Maker, and the
obligations he may think
they impose, and the
manner in which an ex-
pression shall be made
by him of his belief on
those subjects, no inter-
ference can be permit-
ted, provided always the
laws of society, designed
to seeure it peace and
prosperity, and the mor-

“als of its people, are
not interfered with.

This language is

definite and easy to
understand. It pro-
vides that one may
think as he sees fit
relative to his obli-
gations to Almighty
God. He has the right
to make such expres-
sion of his belief,
whether by speech or
by silence, by act or
by tefusal to act, on those subjects, without
interference by any governmental authority,
provided that he does 1ot jeopardize the peace
and safety of the country and the morals of
the people.

Now we find that the court of last resort has .
disregarded this estahlished prineiple and
stated a new one, In effect, the decision in the
Johnson case means practically this: That in-
terference by law, custom or school-board reg-
ulation with man’s relations to his Maker and
the obligations he may think they impose is
permissible and will receive the sanetion of the
eourt, regardless of the singerity and conscien-
tiousness of the person involved. - '

Toeday you have liberty of conseience pro-
vided there iz no law with which your con-
seience may come into conflict. If you follow
CONSOLATION
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majesty, may pass on

a course of action (even though that be or-
dained and commanded by Almighty God)
which hrings you into conflict with a law of
the state, then it is Just too bad for you and
your conscience, Under this deecision your be-
lief is subordinated to the law of the state.
The state is made the supreme power, and
freedom of conseience becomes a thing of the
past, 1f your con-
seientious belief and
corresponding action
come into conflict
with the law, then
the court, in all its
power, might and

the validity of your
belief and may exer-
¢ise the claimed right
and authority to de-
clare your belief en-
tirely invalid and
deny you righis or
punish you for en-
tertaining such belicf
and for acting in ac-
cordance with it.

In (termany the
children in the public
schopls are reguired
to sing hymns to an
image of Hitler. Mys-
tic and sclemn rites
are performed in the
schools to mark the
elevalion of a man to _
the position of a god. This is image worship.
It is the exaltation of the creature above the
Creator. Tt is clearly and unmisiakably a vio-
lation of the law of Almighty God. In Ger-
many it doesn’t do any good for any child
or adult to have any conseientious objection
to the ceremonies. The school officials, the
courts, Hitler, the entire government, will
rule sueh objection invalid. They will hold
that no pupit has the right to entertain any
belief that the act of singing 10 Hitler’s image
and of exalting him is eontrary to the law of
God. That’s the totalitarian model.

In the United States, under the decisions
in the flag-salute cases, the same condition
could be established. School boards eould, if
they so desired, establish images to Roose-
velt in the schoolhouses and require pupils to
sing hymns of praise and exaltation to him.
They couid put in statues symbolizing the
MAaY 17, 1839
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“New Deal” and require all pupils fo sing
hymns of praise to the “New IJeal” as heing
the salvation of the eountry. Republicans and
people of other politiecal beliefs than Roose-
velt’s and the New Dealers” might well objeect to
participating in such ceremony. They might
think - it sacrilegious. They might even con-
sider the ceremony to be a violalion of God’s
law; but their right
------- - - to so think and to
RO so consider has been
foreelosed by the de- .
eision of the nation’s
highest court.

The legislative hod-
ies eould go even fur-
ther. They ecould put
stalueg of the nation’s
chief executive in the
churches and require
the congregation to
sing hymns of praise
and exaltation to that
personage. Would
people object to that
in the churchest
Many of them would.
They would conscien-
ticusly object to such
idol worship and ex-
altation of man, But
if the matter were tak-
en before the courts,
these deeisions which
have been rendered in
the flag-salute cases
would be brought before the judges and they
would say that the precedent has been estab-
lished and you have no right whatsoever to
believe that this action required by law is a
violation of the law of Geod.

Carrying the illustration still further, it is
definitely shown that the groundwork is laid
for the establishment of # state religion in this
country, Under the prineiple now fixed by our
eourts, a state religion ‘could be here estab-
lished which would receive judicial sanetion.
The Roman Catholic Hierarehy has long de-
sired to secure power and control in this coun-
try, If it should secure a majority in the
United States Congress and secure control of
the executive’s office, then it would be fully
entrenched. It could enaet and put in force
laws making the Catholie church the official
church of the nation and requiring all people
1o subseribe to its dogmas, to support it, and
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to refrain from ecriticizing it in any way.
Some Protestants and Christians woutd object
to this. They would say that we cannot con-
sefientiously support the Catholie church. They
would assert their rights in court. The courts
could then hold that their beliefs were invalid
and would say that the law covers this matter
and you must eonform your position and be-
lief to the Jaw, .

In the early days of this country those peo-
ple whose beliefs were not acceptable to the
mgjority were banished from the community.
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts banished
the Quakers, Illinois drove the Mormons from
its borders. Roger Williams was compeljed to
flee from Massachusetts. In these modern days
people look upon such tactics as barbarous,
eruel, narrow-minded. Patriotic spellbinders
are inclined to point with pride to our present
“eivilization”, so called, and to rejoice in the
fact that we have great freedom of religion
and belief. Even the eourts, while passing up-
on the merits of these flag-salute questions,
have exalted in glowing phrase the benefits of
religious freedom, and then proceeded in the
next breath to deny such freedom. The time is
now here, however, in which Americans can-
not point with pride to their great, free eivili-
zation. Americans of today are no better than
the bigoted religionists of Massachusetts and
Iinois who banished the Quakers and the
Mormons, Today Americans hanish God-fear-
ing children from the publie schools, telling
those pupils, “You must cease obedience to the
law of God or you eannot secure your educa-
tion at the publie sehools.

So it appears that the people of this nation
have not progressed very far from the intoler-
ant viewpoint of their forefathers,

In apother flag-salute case, to wit, that of
Gobitis v. Mincrsville School Distriet (21 Fed.
Supp. 581), Judge Maris, then of the United
States District Court for Hastern Pennsyl-
vania, gave a clear-eut, definite statement of
what the law should be on this issue. We quote
from his decision: _

Liberty of conscience means liberty for each in-
dividual to decide for himself what is to him reli-
gions. If an individual sincerely bases his acts or
refusals to act on religious grounds they must be
aceepted as such and may only be interfered with
if it becomes necessary to do so in connection with
the exercise of the police power, that is, if it ap-
pears that the public safety, health or morale or
property or personal rights will be prejudiced by

em. To permit publie officers to determine wheth-
er the views of individnals sineerely held and their
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acts sincerely undertaken on religions grounds are
in faet based on convietions religious in charaeter
would be to sound the death knell of religious lib-
erty. To such a pernicious and alien doctrine this
court cannot subseribe.

In all the cases involving the flag-salute
question before stute or federal courts there
has been no answer made to these fundamen-
tal,  elear-eut, logical principles stated by
Judge Maris. Counsel for the school boards
and the judges have studiously avoided an-
swering them. There is a good reason for such
avoidance. The reason is that they are unan-
gswerable. When you permit a court or a schoot
board or any other kind of official to decide
upon the validity of the conscientious beliefs
of another, then you do sound the death knell
of religious liberty. The measured tolling of
that death knell the United States Supreme
Court has now started, and unless some un-
foreseen event oceurs to arrest the spread of
this “malignant growth” it will be only a mat-
ter of time untii freedom of conscience will be
interred among other forgotte. things.

Jehovah’s witnesses and their children will

not stultify conseience. .

They will not ehange their eonception of th
law of Almighty God to conform to a eourt de-
cision. In many parts of the United States
these boys and girls have demonstrated their
faith and their integrity under adverse condi-
tions, Although subjected to taunts, abuse, re-
proach, beatings and chokings, they have not
wavered in their determination to render com-
plete obedience to the law of Almighty God.
They will eontinug to obey God, regardless of
what judges may say or what school boards
and teachers may do.—0O. R. Moyle,

P.S. Since the foregoing was written, and as
a direct result of the Supreme Court decision,
Dorothy Johnson, Gloria Johnson and Wil.
liam Jehnson the younger were summoned to
appear in the Deerfield, Massachusetts, Frank-
lin Co. Court, May 1, 1939, charged with being
habitual school offenders and WErRE coMmir-
TED TO A COUNTY REFORMATORY.

Yet, in spite of thig decision of the Supreme
Court against freedom of conscience, and this
pending Massachusetts action against it, the
president of the United Stafes in the very
same month in whieh both these oceurred eould
write to three Methodist groups at Kansas City
of “our American heritage of complete free-
dom of conscience” and of “the saered right
of freedom of conscience™.

CONSOLATION



Compulsory Flag Salutes

HE courts of last resort in five states and

one federal court have sustained the va-
lidity of eompulsory flag salute laws requiring
school children to recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance in gchool exereises, With these decisions
a new appendage has been added to the body
of case law—a malignant growth which should
be cauterized in its ineipient stage.

The Pledge of Allegiance was written in
the editorial office of the Youth’s Companion
by James B. Upham, and first appeared in
print in the issge of that magazine published
September 8, 1892, It was prepared as a part
of the magazine’s campaign to place the flag
in every schoolhouse in the Tnited States,
that it might he saluted simultaneonsly. . . .

In about half of our states the perform-
ance of this exercise is made a compulsory
part of the public school eurriculum. The
laws of some states specify what flag exer-
eise is to be held, while in others a duty is
imposed on the state educational authorities
to prepare a program for use in the publie
sehools “providing for a salute to the flag”.
Some of these laws were enacted before the
World War, but the validity of them was
not questioned until recently, when the young
memhers of a religious sect called Jdehovah’s
witnesses refused to participate in flag salute
exercises.

The refusal of these children to salute the
flag was predicated upon religious grounds.
They were tanght by their elders that salut-
ing the flag amounted to worshiping a god
other than the God Jehovah—a violation of
the commandment “Thou shalt have no other

gods before me | . . Thou shalt not bow down

thyself to them, nor serve them”, The posi-
tion of these people was deseribed by their
leader, Judge Rutherford, as follows: “The
flag of the United States is not the flag of
Jehovah God and Christ Jesus. It is the em-
blem of the power that rules the nation; and
no one can truthfully say that God and
Christ Jesus rule a government where erime
is rampant.”

Nicholls v, Mayor and School Committee
of Lynn was the first of these flag salute cases.
There the offender, a third grade pupil, was
observed to stand quietly by his desk while
his classmates recited the pledge and raised
their right.hands in salufe to the flag. In the
two preceding years he had joined in the exer-
MAY 17, 1939

cises. Upon inquiry it was learned that he had
decided not to salute, “becanse he was being
called upon to adore the flag and bow down
to the flag and that according to his religious
views he could only adore and bow down fo
Jehovah.” The boy was excluded from school

" privileges until he should be willing to sub-

seribe to all of its regultations.

The court in its decigion used two argu-
ments which have been employed by other
courts in reaching the same conelusions. First,
it emphasized the importance of instilling in
young hearts an early and proper respeect
for the flag—symbol of the Republie and its
institutions. “That is a ceremany clearly de-
signed to ineuleate patriotism and to instill
a recognition of the blessings conferred by
orderly government under the Constitutions
of the state and nation.” Second, the court
decided that the salute pould not be interpreted
as religious worship. It found that, “There is
nothing in the salute or the pledge of alle-
giance which constitutes an aet of idolatry, or
which approaches to any religious abservance.”

In the first argument the court appeals to
the national desire for self-preservation; that
same desire which dictated the opinions in
the Draft Cases. In People v. Sandstrom,
one of the latest flag salute cases to be de-
cided, the eourt also used the argument of
patriotism.

“There is another strength which is neces-
sary to preserve the government besides mili-
tary force, and that is the moral strength,
or public opinion of its eitizens, Public opin-
ion is as vital to the maintenance of good gov-
ernment as an army or 4 navy; in faet these
latter can be destroyed quicker by publie
opinion than by the attacks of the enemy.
Many a nation has succumbed to the break-
down of the morale of its people. The  State,
therefore, is justified in taking such measures
as will engender and maintain patriotism in
the young”

One cannot deny the truth of the last sen-
fence in the case of Gabrielli v. Knickerboeker
where the conrt said: “The stmple salutation
to the flag and the repetition of the pledge
of allegiance, in the judgment of the proper
governing hody, tend to stimulate in the minds
of youth in the formative period of life senti-
ments of lasting affection and respeet for and
unfaltering loyalty 1o our government and
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its institutions.” But I submit the stimulat-
ing should not be done by force.

Militarism, chauvinism, patrictism! Where
is the line to be drawn and who s to draw it?
Is patriotism a pill to be ruthlessly pushed
down yvoung, unwilling throats? In peacctime,
particularly, 2 gennine love for coantry would
find a more lasting lodgment in young hearts
if instilled by patience and wisdom rather
than coercion and command. Suffer the little
militarists 1o depart from us, for of such are
the totalitarian states!

One important thing must be remembered.
These children are not Communists, Nazis,
or members of any political organization hav-
ing doetrines subversive to our ingtitutions.
They love their country. Their only fault is
their unwillingness to salute our flag in an
exereise which for them has a religious sig-
nificance. .

Beeruse of their religious seruples as againat
saluting the flag children have been expelled
from public schools in twelve states. In some
instances they have begn brutally whipped,
threatened with terms in reformatories, and
otherwise mistreated by educational Storm
Troopers with chauvinistic hearts.

“The salute of the flag,” sald Judge Leh-
man in his eoneurring opinion in People v.
Sandstrom, “is a gesture of love and respect
—fine when there is real love and respect back
of the gesture, The flag is dishonored by a sa-
lule by a ehild in reluctant and terrified obe-
dience to a command of secular authority
which clashes with the dietates of conseience.
The flag ‘cherished by all our hearts’ should
not be soiled by the tears of a little child.
The Constitution does not permit, and the
legislature never intended, that the flag should
be so soiled and dishonored.” Judge Lehman
concurred in the roling of the court that the
parents of (race Sandstrom were not guilty
of a failure to send their daughter to school,
but did not approve the court’s utterances
on the validity of the New York flag salute
law.

The seeond point made in the Nicholls ease,
as already noted, was that the salute did not
constitute an aet of idolatry. 1 ask, Is a court
competent to determine what belief is reli-
gious and what i not? Can it serutinize the
innermost reeesses of the soul and say the be-
lief you hold is not a religicus one, or, the
thing vou do or refuse to do does not amount
to worship and therefore is beyond the pro-
tection of the fundamental law of the land?$
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- Our Supreme Court defined religion in the
case of Davis v, Beason. “The term ‘religion’
hag reference to one’s views of his relations to
his Creator, and to the obligations they Impose
of reverence for his being and character, and
of cbedience to his will . . . With man’s re-
lations to his Maker and the obligations he
may think they impose, and the manner in
which an expression shall be made by him of
his belief on those subjects, no interference
can be permitted, provided always the laws
of society, designed to secure its peace and
prosperity, and the morals of its people, are
not interfered with.”

Under this definition one is free to eat the
ceremonial foods and observe such feasts and
fasts as his religion requires, providing only

.that “the laws of society, designed to secure
its peace and prospérity, and the morals of its
people, are not interfered with.” In a federal
case from Pennsylvania, the only reported de-
cigion holding children were entitled to at-
tend school though they refused to salute the
flag, the court makes a strong point of the in-
dividual’s right to judge of the validity of his
own religious beliefs. “Liberty of conseience,”
said the court, “means liberty for each individ-
ual to deecide for himself what is to him re.
ligious. If an individual sincerely bases his
acts or refusals te act on religious grounds
they must be accepted as such and may only
be interfered with if it becomes necessary to
do so in conncetion with the exercise of the
police power, that is, if it appears that the
public safety, health or morals or property or
personal rights, will be prejudiced by them.
To permit public officers to determine whether
the views of individuals sincerely held and
their aects sincerely undertaken on religious
grounds are in faet based on convictions reli-
gious in character would be to sound the death
knell to religious liberty. To such a pernicious
and alien doctrine thiz court eannot sub-
seribe.” '

Appeals were taken to the Supreme Court
of the United States in the case of Leoles v.
Landers and Hering v, State Board of Edu-
cation but both of these cases were dismissed
for want of a substantial federal question.
Thus, this preblem is left in the laps of the
gtate courts, When other state courts are
called upon to consider the problem at a fu-
ture date, they will do well to sail the course
courageously charted by the federal court in
the Gobitis ease.—Thomas . Booth, in the
April, 1939, issue of Low Notes.
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Liberty of Conscience

HIS nation was founded on the principle-

that freedom of consecienee is guaranteed
to all people. Every person has the right of
private judgment. No man, be he judge, gov-
ernor, president, member of a legislative body,
school-board prineipal, or any other kind of
faetotum, has the right or autherity to deter-
mine matters of judgment for another. Each
individual has the right to form his own opin-
jons, and the right to aet in accordance Wlth
those principles.

Centuries ago the Quakers came from Eng-
land to New Jersey and Pennsylvania in or-
der that they might have this right of con-
seience and of private judement. From Eng-
land also the Puritans and Pilgrims fled to
the wilds of North America because their
Tight of conscience was interfered with by
the ruling powers, Roger Williams left the
church and state union of Massachusetts and
fled {0 Rhode Island, in order that he and
others with him might have freedom of con-
scienee and the right to act in accordance
with their sincere and honest beliefs,

It tock many years of fighting for liberty-
loving citizens to finally secure the position
where the right of freedom of conscience was
erystallized into elear-cut, definite statements
upholding and guaranfeeing that right for
every individual.

It was Thomas Jefferson who first expressed
a clear and sueeinet statement ag to freedom
of conseience, religious liberty, and the right
of individual judgment. This expression is in
the well-known Virginia Statnte for Religious
Freedom, written in 1785, Here is a quolation
from that Statute:

Well aware that Almighty God had created the
mind free, . . . our civil rights have no dependence
on our religicus opinions . . . ; that, therefore,
the proseribing any citizen, as unworthy the pub-
lie eonfidence, by laying upon him an incapeaeily
of being called to offices of trust and emolument,
unless he profess or renounce this or that religions
opinien, is depriving him injuriously of those priv-
ileges and advantages to which, in common with
ks fellow-citizens, he has 8 natura) right; . .. that
to suffer ihe civil magistrate to intrude his powers
into the field of opinion and to restrain the pro-
fession or propagation of principles, on supposi-
tion of their ill tendency is & dangerous fallaey,
which at onee destroys all religious liberty, hecause
he heing of course judge of that tendeney will
make his opinions the rule of judgment, and ap-
prove or condemn the sentiments ¢f others, only
MAY 17, 1939

as they shall square with, or differ from, his own;
that it is time enough for the rightful purposes of
eivil government for its officers to interfere, when
prineiples break out into overt aets agamst peace
and good order; and, finally, that truth is great
and will prevail, if left to herself; that she is the
proper and sufficient antagonist lo error, and has
nothing to fear from the conflict . . .

This ringing declaration by Thomas Jeffer-
son. concerning the right of private judgment
was embodied by the nation’s highest court
in the body of easc law of the land in the
case of Davis against Beason. Quoting from
that case:

.. . With man's relations to his Maker and the
obligations he may think they impose, and the
manner in which an expression shall be made by’
him of his belief on those subjects, no interference
ean be permitied, provided always the laws of so-
ciety, designed to secure its peace and prosperity,
and the morals of its people, are not interfered with,

Not long after the thirteen eolonies sepa-
rated from Great Britain a flag was designed
and adopted as the flag for the entire UInion.
This flag was carried upon the battleficlds.
It has waved above our public buildings, It
has stood &s a symbol of this nation and of
the prineiples upon whieh the nation was
founded. If the flag stands for anything at
all, it stands for freedom of conscience and
the right of individual judesment. Floating
from our publie buildings, schoolhouses and
other pldces, it has in the past symbolized and
said to the world that in this country men
are free. It has said that in this eountry men
may think as they please, and may freely act
in geeordanec with their thoughts; and that
they may refrain from doing acts whieh con-
fliet with their sineere, honest convietions.
The only limitation to this freedom is that
any person jn his action may mot do any-
thing which conflicts with public morals, the
property of others, and the public safety.

People who love liberty have respected the
flag and honored it because of these prineiples
for which it stands. For over 2 century this
konor and respect has been expressed by close
adherence to these fundamentsl principles of
hberty, freedom of conscienee and the right
of individual judgment. Tu recent years, how-
ever, there has heen a change. A studied effort
is being made to eliminate adherence 1o the
principles of liberty and freedom, and to ex-
press what is ealled “respect and honor for
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the flag” through a ceremonial observance.
In other words, an outward salute to the flag
is being substituted in place of performance
of the principles for which the flag is said
to stand. Occasional ceremony takes the place
of eontinuous, upright conduct. To his neigh-
bors & man may deny liberty, deny the right
of freedom of speech, deny the right of con-
geience, deny the right of private judgment,
but if he salutes the flag at stated times and
talks with hig mouth like a real he-patriot,
he is considered a good eitizen and is greatly
exalted in the public view.

On the other hand, 2 man may be an up-
right citizen, he may have fought for his ecoun-
try in war, he may obey the laws, he may
uphold the principles of the Constitution, and
of liberty, and yet if he fails to perform this
ceremony of salute to the fiag he i3 considered
a degraded person, is harred from the right
to earn a livelihood, his children are kicked
out of school, and he is treated as though
he were a debased, treacherous enemy of the
country.

In 1892, four hundred wvears after Chris-
topher Columbus landed in the New World,
James B. Upbam, editor of the Youth’s Com-
penion magazine, wrote a pledge of allegiance
and initiated a campaign to have the United
States flag placed in every schoolhouse of the
land in order that it might be saluted simul-
taneously by all school children on the anni-
versary of the landing of Columbus, If he
conid have foreseen the disastrous results
which have come, he would have thought
carefully before starting any such practice
in the public sechools.

A sincere follower of Jesus Christ does not
believe in rendering salutes or obeisance to
any flag, to any creature, to any image or
symbol. If freedom of conscience means any-
thing, he has a right to that belief. He has a
right to act in aceordance with that belief.
He has a right to decline to render such obei-
sance to any flag, image or creature. School
children have that right the same as adults.
But in recent years that right has been ruth-
lessly denied to many scheol children. In ad-
dition, there has been inflicted upon them
cruel and inhuman treatment. Because the
children have adhered to what they have been
taught and believed to be the law of Almighty
God, they have been severely punished; they
have been beaten with rods; some of them
have been choked; they have been thrown
against their desks; they have been ostracized,
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expelled from school, and sentenced to reform-
atories. A veritable patriotic inquisition has
been developed and operated in this country
in the past few years.

The most reeent case, and one of the most
outrageous cases of this Hitleristic style of
patriotie instruetion, is that of Daniel Morgan
and his two sons, Robert and Adrian., Here
are the facts:

Daniel Morgan is a resident of Fort Lee,
New Jersey. His sons Robert and Adrian have
been students in the Fort Lee high school.
Until a week or so ago Daniel Morgan was
employed as a state motor vehicle inspector
on the public highways of New Jerscy. He
obtained this position by competitive examdi-
nation. On March 30 he was discharged from
his position ag motor vehicle inspector with-
out any hearing or opportunity of defense.
On April 12 the school board of Fort Lee,
at a secret session, expelled his sons, Rohert
and Adrian, from the right to attend the
Fort Lee high school.

Why this sudden and arbitrary action? The
boys had been diligent students. They had
been on the honer roll, and had always be-
haved themselves. Why were they thus sum-
marily expelled from school? Why was Danicl
Morgan arbitrarily removed from a position
where he earned his livelihood? The answer
is thig: It is the definite poliey of the State
of New Jersey to deny sineere followers of
Jesus Christ the right of freedom of conscience
and of private judgment. It is the poliey of
the school board of Fort Lee to deny such
persons the right of freedom of conscience
and of private judgment. The same applies
to the motor vehicle commissioner of the State
of New Jersey.

During the entire school year Robert and
Adrian Morgan had stood to one side and
deelined fo salute the flag during the school

ceremony. They had good reasons for such

action. They believe and are willing to sup-
port with proof that the flag salute is & vio-
lation of the law of God. Beeause of such
belief, no sehool board, no teacher, no judge,
has authority to require them to do other-
wise. The sehool board and the teachers ree-
ognized their right for the entire school year
up to this month. Why this sudden change?
In about thirty days more Robert Morgan
would have graduated from high school with
his class. Now, by reason of this malignant
and malicious action of the school board, he
is denied that right. The session of the school

: CONSOLATION




board at which these boys were expelled from
school wae a secret sesgion. The boys were noti-
fied that they could ecome but that no report.
ers or others could be present. Why this great
secrecy ¥ Is the school board afraid to have
its action in claimed support of education,
patriotic instruction, love of country, and
other alleged advantages in the interest of
public welfare, done under the public eye?
It looks fishy, and it smells bad.

There is no fault to find with the serviees
of Daniel Morgan as a motor vehicle inspector,
Why was he dismissed without the presenta-
tion of charges and without a hearing thereon ?
What is the reason for such arbitrary action?

These guestions can be answered best by
presenting an illustration from the pages of
Holy Writ. The record tells of another man
by the name of Daniel who, in ancient time,
was an official of the Persian government.
He was a man of integrity and honest in all
his dealings. He had enemies, however; and
they conspired against him. They wanted to
see him removed from hiz job. They knew
they couldn’t find anything against Daniel,
as to his work, or as to his honesty, in his
position. But they determined among them-
gelves to “get” him, This congpiracy ig briefly
stated in the Bible book of Daniel, chapter
gix, verses four and five, which read:

Then the presidents and prinees sought to find
oceasion against Daniel eoncerning the kingdom;
but they could find none ocecasion nor fauli; for-
asmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any
error or fault found in him. Then said these men,
'We shall not find any oceasion against this Daniel,
except we find it against him conecerning the law
of his God.

These eonspirators knew that in the case
of confliet between the law of God and the
law of man Daniel would obey the law of
. God regardless of the results, They knew that
he would follow the voice of conscience. They
knew that he would exercise his right of pri-
vate judgment, and they figured that was the
way in which they could “get” him. Their
conspiracy succeeded, but only temporarily,
They persuaded the king to enact a deeree
that his laws and rules shounld come ahead
of the laws and rules of God. Daniel declined
to obey that deeree. As a result of that re-
fusal, Daniel was cast into the lions’ den,

Now note the deadly parallel:

It is no secret that Daniel Morgan and his
boys are Jehovah’s witnesses, They have given
publie testimony to that faet by their zealous
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endeavors to advance the proclamation of the
gospel message of Jehovah’s kingdom thraugh-
out Fort Lee and other places. It is no seeret
that the Roman Catholic Hievarehy is engaged
in a vengeful war against Jehovah’'s witnesses,
For the past ten years this has been mani-
fested throughout the entire State of New
Jersey and in other parts of the United States.
This war is not waged with truth and with
fact. The Hierarchy fizhts its battle by pour-.
ing out vituperation, abuse, vilification, false-
hood and siznder.

In many of the flag-salute cases in various
states where children of Jehovah’s witnesses
have been expelled from the schools and their
parents prosecuted under the law bigoted sub-
jects of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy have
been very active in bringing about this form
of persecution.

Jehovab’s witnesses are loyal and law-abid-
ing in every way; and like Jehovah’s prophet
of old, the only way in which they ecan be
reached is coneerning the law of their God.
The flag-salute regulation is being used for
that unworthy objeet. It is being used as an
instrument by malicious persons to frame in-
nocent and upright people, degrade them in
the public eye and put them in jeopardy.
Notiee carefully the slimy trail of the Roman
Catholic Hierarchy in this case in Fort Lee.

Approximately two years ago Robert and
Adrian Morgan decided that the flag salute
is contrary to the law of Almighty God. They
thereupon went te the office of the school
prinecipal, Mr. Thompsen, and asked to be
excused from the ceremony, He listened to
their explanation and stated that he had neo
authority to exeuse them. Nevertheless, al-
though - the boys did neot participate in the
ceremony, nothing was done about it for twe
years. The flag is saluted five times each week
in that school. Recently, however, a group of
students, all Roman Catholies, began to agi-
tate the situation, They raised a rumpus every
time the Morgan boys stepped out of the room
before the eceremony during the assembly pe-
riod. Those Catholic students made bright re-
msrks, such as, “Lock the door,” “Come back
here; don’t let them out.” They conapired to-
gether against the Morgan boys and finally
brought the matter to the attention of a his-
tory teacher, Miss Brady, also a Roman Cath-
olic. They told her that the boys would not
salute the flag and that their father had a
State job. Then she fanned the flames by giv-
ing a speech to the history elass, stating that
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to consider the flag an idol or an inanimate
object was nothing but “dumb ignorance”.

Then somebody in Fort Lee beecame very
much interested in Daniel Morgan’s status
as & motor vehicle inspector. He reeceived a
telegram to report to the chief inspector’s
office. The chief inspector iz George Zigler,
also a Roman Catholic. He informed Morgan
that informmation had eome from “the authori-
ties” that Morgan was to be arrested for teach-
ing his children not to salute the flag, With-
out any hearing, and without any complaint
that his services had not been satisfaetory,
Morgan was then removed from his position
as a motor vehicle inspector. Thus, for exer-
cising the right of freedom of conseience and
the right of private judgment, Morgan lost
his oppertunity to earn a livelihood as a State
employee. And the State of New Jersey pre-
tends to uphold the rights of conseience, free-
dom of worship, and liberty!

Having got rid of Morgan, the inguisition
next proceeded against his sons, Robert and
Adrian. A secret session of the board of edu-
cation of Fort Lee was called for Wednesday
-evening, April 12. The boys and their father
were notified to be present, They appeared,
and at the meeting Mr. Thompson, the sehool
principal, stated that the boys had failed to
engage In the ceremony of saluting the flag,
and that it was necessary for them to be
brought hefore the bhoard. Mr. Whitiaker,
chairman, thereupon asked them whether they
had any reply to the charges. Robert Morgan
then presented s statement to the committee,
signed by both of the boys, which reads as
follows:

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board of

Education

* We believe it to be & mortal sin to “heil” man,
bow to images, and salute flags. Paying tribute to
inanimate objects is a pagan worship and an aect
of idolatry in the sight of God. We love our coun-
try and will obey every law of the land that does
not conflict with the laws of God. We ean he de-
pended upon to render unto the state that which
“belongs to the state snd unto God that which be-
‘longs to God. We respect that which the flag stands
for and would not hesitate to take an oath of alle-
giance to our epuntry, for it is the only ohe we
know,

For approximately two years we have not ep-
gaged in the flag ceremonies and our failing {o
engage in such rituals has worked a hardship to
no one and has not lessened cur love for our eoun-
try. We are members of the school band and
orchesgtra and have hoth been on the honor roll.

‘We love our school, the student body and the
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offieials, and it wonld be. a great hardship upon
us if we were expeiled at this time. The saluting
of the flag is a religious ceremony of pagan ori-
gin and to punich us for failing to indulge in
pagan worship is religious persecution; therefore
we, the undersigned, respectfully and earnestly
plead with the board of education and the school
officials to allow us to continue in our attendance
at school until such time as our education has
been completed.
Respectfully yours,
. [Signed] Apriax Moreaw
Horerr MORGAN

.Daniel Morgan, father of the two boys, like-
wise presented to the board a statement, a
part of which reads as follows:

Bchool children are taught that in Ameriea under
the “Stars and Stripes” there is freedom of con-
seience znd freedom .of worship. They are taught
that in the United States people can believe what
they will coneerning God and His laws, and act
aecordingly, provided that in so doing they do not
violate good morals, infringe on others’ rights, or
jeopardize the safety of the state, They are tanght
that each person has the right to decide for him-
self whether his belief is right or wrong, and that
no official or court can pass upon the merits of
his belief. In other words, a Protestant judge can-
not judicially decree that Cathtie beliefs are wrong
and penalize Catholies for praetieing them, or vice
versa. . . .

If these children are expelled from school be-
cause they act in accordance with their conscien-
tious belicf, shouldn’t your teachers cease teach-
ing that there ig freedom of econscience and free-
dom of worship for all in this eountry? You shounld
face the matter fairly and honestly. Whether you
think the child’s belief right or wrong is not the
question. The question is: Shall the sehool hoards
be permitied to make hypoerites of the children

~of the land, or shall the parents of the children

be at liberty to teach them the Word of Almighty
God? Can you properly take away the right of
private judgment of school children or parents?
Can you rightfully deny school attendanee to a
child who, without injuring anyone, puts allegiance
to hiz conception of the law of (God ahead of a
school reguiation?

If yoi answer these questions in the affirma-
tive, then you shounid remove from the civies lessons
in your school the statements that all people bave
religious liberty in this country. .

Did the sehool board justify 1ts position ¢
Did it have any reasons to present why con-
seience should be stifled and suppressed? Did
it give any explanation of the sudden move
to dismiss these two boys from school? Did
it give Robert- Morgan :a chance to keep on
attending scheol for about thirty days to se-

‘cure- his diploma¥ The board did net. Its
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members discussed matters freely. They made
patriotic remarks, and said that the boys
should be glad to salute. One of the mem-
bers followed the distinetive Roman Catholie
method of pouring forth abuse and vilifiea-
tion upon Jehovah’s witnesses. Remarks of
the chairman, Mr. Whittaker, included the
following :

I heard the Watchtower the dther day and it
was the most disgusting and disgracefol thing 1
ever listened to; he was making an attack on the
Catholie Chureh. Judge Rutherford is fit for an
asylum or jail.

That is the weighty and intelligent answer
of this chairman of an educational committee
to the facts and reasons set forth by these
high-gehool lads. Another member of the board
advocated hypoerisy, He said:

Why can’t you make helieve; make a gesture
and have a reservation in your own mind?

A mental reservation is a regular Roman
Catholic method of polite, dignified lying.

The chairman displayed his ignorance by de-
nying the faet that the pope’s flag is put above
the American flag when religious services are
held aboard United States battleships.

After deliberating for about an hour, the
board announced its ruling. The chairman
said:

The board by unanimons vote has decided that
the boys can no lomger attend school.

Daniel Morgan then said, “All right, sir, put
that in writing, so that my boys will have
something definite fo pomt to’ as the reason
for their being expelled.”

This aroused a weighty gquestion among the
board members: Should they disclose their
ruling in writing? They diseussed it among
themselves, and finally stated that the clerk
would mail a statement to Morgan. Up to
this time such statement has not been re-
ceived by Daniel Morgan.

That is the ugly picture of how the edn-
eational storm troopers of New Jersey oper-
ate at Fort Lee. Patriotism, militarism, ehau-
vinism—where is the line to be drawn? Who
will draw it? Is patriotism a pill to be erammed
down young, unwilling throats? What right
has the school board of Fort Lee to determine
the validity of the conscientious beliefs of
Robert and Adrisn Morgan? Can that com-
mittee serutinize the innermost recesses of
the boys’ minds and say that the boys™ be-
Hef is not a Biblical one, not sineere and
honest? Can that commitiee properly say that
the boys’ belief is not & conscientious one,
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and that therefore it is beyond the protec-
tion of the fundamental law of the land?
That is what the board has assumed to do;
and I submit that the board’s decision is en-
tirely contrary to prineiples under which this
country has operated for nearly two centuries.
I presume there are many patriotic citizens
in Fort Lee. I suppose that there are some
people in that ecommunity who really do love
liberty and freedom. What about them? Have
they dane anything about this? What is their
attitude? Have they made any protest over
this deprivation of ejvil rights? Has any cit-
izen of Fort Lee appeared and asserted that
these boys have the right to aet in accordance
with conscience? No, not one, They are all
silent as the tomb. Of course, residents of
Fort Lee believe the flag should be honored.
They believe it should be saluted. But to stand
up for the prineciples which that flag symbol-
izes is another thing. Tt takes courage to stand
up for freedom of eonscience under these con-
ditions. It takes a real man to come out and
fight against superheated pairiots; and real
manhood is a rare thing in Fort Lee.
"~ In this wide world there are some people
that will applaud the action of the Fort Lee
school board. Who are those people? Among
them are the Hitlerites of Germany, who “heil”
Hitler from early dawn until the setting of
the sun. They will agree that children should
have patriotism jammed down their throats.
The only objection they would find is that
the Fort Lee school board didn’t go far
enough., They would ingist that the boys and
their father be put ih a concentration eamp,
to be punished with unmentionable tortures
for years to come.
\b In heathen Japan there are Shintoists who
ow down to ancestors, to pietures and photo-
graphs. They also would agree that the getion
of ‘the Fort Lee sechool board against the
Morgan boys is pairiotie and worth while.
So, after living for a hundred and fifly years
under the Constitution and under the “Stars
and Stripes”, we have finally arrived at the
level of heathen, totalitarian Japan, where,
under the guise of patriotism and publie wel-
fare, people of all religious belicfs are forced
to stoltify and smother conscience and en-
gage in ceremonial salutes to aneestors.
And, how about the hated Communistst
They, too, are “bears™” for salutes. In totali-
. tarian Russia, regardless of conseientious con-
victions one must give the salute along with
the others. So it seems the Roman Catholie
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Hierarchy, in pushing this compulsory flag-
salute business, is sbaring the bed of intoler-
ance with Communistie, Soviet Russial

One thing all Americans should carefully
note is the participation of the Roman Cath-
olic Hierarchy in this flag-salute inquisition.
Practical Catholics make a great noise about
patriotism. They are very anxious to enforce
the flag-salute regulation against Jehovah’s
witnesses, They elaim to be loyal Americans,
but, nevertheless, put ehurch ahead of coun-
try every time. They thus state the order in
their pet phrase: “For God and country.”
By “God” they mean, of course, the church,
the leaders of that church, consisting of the
pope and bishops, and the policies of that
church and “her” supremacy even above the
laws of Almighty God and the laws of nations.

Furthermore, the Roman Catholic Hier-
archy, that small ruling body consisting of
the pope and his bishops, is a political or-
ganization as well as a religious one. It is a
foreign political power, and when its flag is
put above the American flag on an Ameri-
can battleship it signifies that Catholic sub-
jects owe allegiance to that foreign power
ahead of their allegiance to this eountry. That
is an undeniable fact every American should
bear well in mind. Kindly note, also, that
by action of the United States Senate the
Catholic flag is authorized to be placed above
the American flag when religious services are
held on board the nation’s maval vessels,*

In the debate on that subject in Congress,
Senator Walsh, a Roman Catholie, said:

I want to repeat, Mr. President, that I refuse
to put even the flag of my country or the authority
of my ecountry above-the emblem of God and above
the authority of God.

Further, the senator said:

I for one refuse to depart from the fime-honored
Ameriean custom of placing the emblem of God
[meaning the Roman Catholic Church emblt:;l:ﬂ
above every other emblem in the world, T wi
not haul down the penpant of God for any other
emblem. :

In considering this quoted sfatement, do
not forget that when Senator Walsh refers
to the “flag of God” or the “emblem of God”
or the “pennant of God” he refers to the flag
of the Roman Catholiec Hierarchy, a foreign
political power.

This proves that the Roman Catholie storm-
trooper educators of New Jersey and other
places are not sincere in their massive claims

* See cover design of this number.
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as to patriotism and love of country. They
are willing to prevent a schoolboy from re-
ceiving his diploma Jjust because he does not
salute the American flag. But, nevertheless,
they put their own flag above and superior
to the flag of this country. That is another
peculiarly Roman Catholie practice, one of
the many practices inspired by their Jesuits.

Another item of interesi for all American
citizens to consider coneerning this foreign,
totalitarian religious power is the statement
made by the Jesuit magazine America, in
which it nrges that every American Catholie
should refuse to participate in any war in

.which the United States fights as an ally of

Soviet Russia. Here again you have the ehurch,
the religious-politieal organization designated
the Roman Catholiec Hierarchy, put above the
government of the United States.

That any and every Catholic has a right
to do such things must be conceded, in aec-
cordance with the principles of freedom of
conscience and the right of private judgment.
But they ought to be econsistent. If they want
to put their politieal-religious church organi-
zation ahead of the country, they can do s0;
but at the same time they should not deny
the right of a sincere follower of Jesus Christ
to put the laws of Almighty God ahead of
the lawsg of man. Practical Catholics who deny
such right to Jehovah’s witnesses or to any
others are inconsistent, malicious and vindie-
tive in their attitude with respect to this
flag-selute incuisition.

Thus we find that the American flag has
been insuited at Fort Lee. There has been a
degradation of the United States flag in that
New Jersey municipality. But "those insults
and that degradation have not come from
Daniel Morgan or from Robert and Adrian
Morgan, Their attitude has been in full ac-
eord with the prineiples whieh that banner
is supposed to uphold. It is the school board
of Fort Lee that has insulted the American
emblem and that has degraded the nation’s
flag. That board has denied the principles of
freedom of eonscience and the right of pri-
vate judgment which that flag is supposed
to symbolize. Sueb eonduct, obviously, is a
greater insult and a greater degradation to
that banner than any refusal to sglute based
on conscientious grounds. These storm-trooper
educational officials of Fort Lee have taken
the flag from iis high pedestal of eivic free-
dom and have dragged it in the mire of reli-
gious bigotry and mtolerance.—0. R. Moyle.
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America’s New Idol -

And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve,
—Joghua 24:15, 4. RV

Babylon in California
# The decision of the Supreme Court of Cali-
fornia in the case of Gabrielll vs. Hnicker-
bocker et al., the essential parts of which are
published elsewhere on this page, is even more
curious than The Evening Sun had supposed.
This i3 the ease of & child expelled from
school for refusing, on religious grounds, to
give & formal salute to the flag. Some days
ago, on the basis of short excerpty from the de-
cision, we pointed out that the California
eourt apparently has held that it is within the

gram is to harry aad insult Catholics. Suppose
the Ku Kiux, having gained control of the
scheol boards, should prescribe that all school
children must make a genuflection and the
sign of the eross before the flag—what then?
The Supreme Court of California says its act,
even if many think it unrcasonable, “is con-
clusive.” The faet that sueh a decree would

.outrage the feelings of every true Catholic

would not make it unlawful, once we grant
the right of official boards to meddle with
matters of religion.

jurisdietion of schoel boards to deecide what @ In Babylon three Israelites went to the fiery

ig religion and what is not. The full text of the
decision goes even further, Not only may
school boards—and, by implication, other pub-
lie authorities—decide what is religion, but
also what is patriotism and what is eivie eon-
science: and, unless there is gross violation of
the law, the courts may not interfere.

The decision is decisive on that point, It
says,

Many authorities may be eited sustalnmg the ae-
tion of schaool hoards in matters in which the wis-
dom of the board’s aetion may be so highly con-
troversial that reasonable minds might wall be
divided as to the wisdom of the board’s action, In
such cases, its action iz conelusive,

In other words, in the realm of opinion any

official act is “conelusive”, even against the

opinions of reasonable men, and the eourts are
bound te give it the benefit of every doubt.
This is an important reversal in American
judicial philosophy. There was a time when
the opinions of reasonable men were given the
benefit of the doubt; if even one man objected
to an official act, that act had to be justified
from every econceivable angle before the eourts
would sustain it.

The implicationg of this interpretation of
the law are easy to see, In the “instant ease”
it is applied to members 6f a cult numerically
small and not highly influential. It gives
gehool boards the right to exaet from such
members a gesture repugnant to thelr reli-
gaous beliefs, and says that “its act is conclu-
give”

Maybe what is done to these people is not
important ; but what may be done to them may
be done to others. Suppose the Ku Klux should
win an election in California—by no means an
impossible event. Part of the Ku Klux pro-
MAY 17, 1939
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furnace rather than make a gesture which
they regarded as idolatrous; and they became
heroes of the faith. Is the United States to be-
come Babylonian in its laws ? If so, why call it
a free country 3—DBaltimore Fvening Sun.

‘You Must Salute the Flag’
¢ California public schools are having a rash

‘of ineidents in which children are threatened

with expulsion for refusing on religious
grounds to salute the American flag.

At Sacramento, Crescent City, Alhambra,
Delhi and Lodi there have been cases lead-
ing to court or otherwise attracting publie
attention. There is no state law requiring flag
salutes. But many schoo! boards have made
it mandatory for pupils to pledge allegiance to
the flag,

The State Supreme Court ruled that a 9-
year-old Sacramento girl had to salute the flag,
despite her religious objections, because it was
school orders in the teaching of patriotism.

The American Civil Liberties Union mean-
time hag suggested to school superintendents
that they adopt the broad-minded policy pur-
sued in San Franeciseco, QOakland and Los
Angeles, where religious ohjectors are excused
from selute exercizses. There iz good sense in
this praetice. The ACLU will algo ask the Leg-
islature to guarantee by law that religious ob-
jeetions will be respected.

Pity the youngster who is torn between obe-
dience to parents and religion and the orders
of school boards or superintendents who he-
lieve in enforced 100-pereent patriotism.,
There should be no such eonflict, and our pa-
triotiec sechoolmen are mistaken in ereating the
test cases,
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For freedom for religious beliefs happens
to be written into our Bill of Rights, And
furthermore, it is ground into our traditions
of democracy that we don’t force citizens to
heil a dictator in Washington, goosestep for
diseipline, wear black, brown, green, gold or
pale pink shirts, curtsy for royalty, salute
with clenched fist or in the Indian’s upraised
arm siyle.—The San Diego Sun. '

The Flag

& Editor: It is a weakness of mankind to give
adoration to the symbol, rather than to the
truth it represents, so God forbade our making
a graven image of any gort to represent Him.
That maudlin sentimentality generally found
among the young, and ofien among those of
mature years, is lavished on the decoration®
rather than upon that whieh serves us.

He who would bring pressure to bear upon
another for not saluting the flag has violated
the very prineiple for which the flag stands,
which is the freedom of choice. The flag is a
symbol of law that gives one the right to
choose, and to express his choiee in all forms of
government and beliefs. You have planted a
seed of resentment in one who through custom
" or pressure is forced to display an empty ges-
ture toward the flag, when he feels that in
many instances it is used to conceal iniquity
that corruption has wrapped in its folds. Let us

Sea lions, Beal Rock, San Franciseo, California
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be sure that our devotion to the iaw upon which
the staff rests is greater than our devotion to
the symhbol which floats from the masthead.
~~Frank Heath, in the San Diego Sun.

California’s Supreme Court Decision

# The recent decision of the State Supreme
Court, making it eompulsory upon litile c¢hil-
dren to salute the flag in school, is brutal, Tt
outrages the conscience of little boys and girls
whose parents have tanght them that such a
salute is a species of idolatry.

The decigion is stupid. There is no such
thing; though the court apparently believes
there is, a8 compulsory respeet. You cannot in-
culeate patriotism. by the same methods which
are used to male little people wipe their noses,

The salute to the flag is, at best, only one
among many ways of expressing loyalty to our
country. To set this external exercise up as the
sole eriterion, wherceby the right of a child to
an education in the publiec schools is deter-
mined, is grossly to exaggerate its importance.
It would be amusing if it were not so eruel
and unjust. o

The people of this state ought to be ashamed
of its highest tribunal when it furns the Flag
of Freedom inte a symbol of oppression, for
some of our best youth.-—Charles Woodward,
Santa Moniea, in San Franciseo News.
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Who Telle the Truth?

T IS very diffieult for some persons to dis-

tinguish between the truth and that which
is not the trnth. A man with all sincerity
propounds this question, “Why should Jeho-
vah’s witnesses be so sure that they are the
only ones telling the people the truth?” By
the word “truth” is meant what is contained
m the Word of God. Concerning God’s Word
the Lord Jesus with authority said in address-
ing Jehovah: “Thy word 1s truth.” (John
17:17) By the word of truth alone can men
be guided into the true and right way. It fol-
lows, then, that only those who adhere strictly
to the Word of God and proclaim it are the
ones who tell the truth that is worth while

to man. If one is a witness for Jehovah he

must tell the truth as contained in God’s Word.
I he proclaimg any other message than that
of God’s Word, then he 1s not telling the
truth of the Bible. He may be repeating the
teachings of men based upon tradition, but
that is not the truth of God’s Word. Nowhere
in the Bible are men admonished to proclaim
theories of men, but, on the contrary, they
are commanded to make known God’s Word.
Those who join lhemselves lo some religious
organization generally are induced to do so
by reason of fear. Many of them fear that
they will go to eternal torment if they do not
become members of some religicus organiza-
tion. Others fear they may not be able to get
the necessary votes tbey desire in order to

enjoy political office unless they become mem.

bers of some religions organization. The reli;
gious leaders tell the people such things as
cause them to fear. Concerning such Jehovah
says: “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch
as thig people draw near me with their mouth,
and with their lips do honour me, but have
removed their heart far from me, and their
fear toward me is taught by the precept of
‘men.” (Isaiah 29:13}) Such religions leaders
do not seék or obey the Word of God, but
rely upon and teach the people the tradition
‘or precepts of men; and therefore they do
not teach the truth. That does not mean that
MAY 17, 193%

they are deliberate liars within the general
aceeptance of that term, but it does mean that

they ignore God’s truth, which is the only

real truth. Suck religionists do net see and

. understand the truib, and therefore they can-

not tell it; and coneerning them Jehovah
through His prophet says: “For the Lord
hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep
sleep, and hath elosed your eyes: the prophets
{preachers] and your rulers [religious politi-
cians], the seers hath he covered.” (Isaiah
29:10) To such religionists God’s Word has
become as a sealed book that cannot be read
or understood by religious leaders. They fol-
low a worldly course and do not try to under-
stand God’s Word or lell others about His
kingdom or what provision IHe has made for
the salvation of men through Christ Jesus
and His kingdom. Therefore Jehovah says of
and to such religious leaders: “And the viston
of all is become unto you as the words of a
book that is sealed, which men deliver to one
that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee:
and he saith, I eannot; for it is sealed.” (Isaiah
29:11) The religionists being unable to under-
stand the Bible, they admonish their eredu-
lous parishioners to have nothing to do with
men and women who bring to their attention
Bible truths, They therefore incite the eredu-
lous to persteute Jehovah’s witnesses. Clergy-
men have no conception of the fact that Jeho-
vah God is doing a withess work in the earth
now and is using humble men and women fo
do that work.

Jehovah’s witnesses know that they are tell-
ing the truth, bevause they believe God, the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Seriptures writ-
ten in the Bible and they proclaim only the
‘Word of (God as it is writlen in the Serip-
tures, They do not follow the opinions or
teachings of any man. It is only those per-
song today who fully and truly devote them: -
selves 1o (Fod and His kingdom under Christ
who can have and do have an understanding
of the Seriptures. Studying the Word of God,
they apply the physical facts, which the Lord
has brought to pass, to the prophetlc Word
as written in the Seriptures and, by the Lord’s
grace, they get the true meaning thereof. They
see and fully appreciate the great truths con-
tained in the Bible, that the kingdom of
heaven under Christ is at hand and thal it
ig the only hope of the people, and that the
people must look to Jesus and follow His
teachthg as set forth in the Secriptures. Jeho-
vah’s witnesses. then go to the people and tell
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them about these great truths and point out
to them God’s provision for the vindication
of Hig name and for the salvation of mankind.

Jehovah’s witnesses are not seeking to build
up some earthly organization. They are merely
publishers for the Kingdom, telling the truth
concerning the Kingdom ; and therefore Jeho-
vah says to them: “Ye are my witnesges”
(Isaiah 43:9-12) Jehovah’s witnesses are true
Christians, the followers of Jesus, and they
make no claims of superior wisdom for them-
gelves, They speak only God’s expressed wis-
dom which comes down from above, and con-
cerning which wisdom it is written: “The
wisdom that is from above [that is, from
Jehovah] i first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be entreated, full of merey and
good fruits, without partiality, and without
kypoerisy.”—James 3:17, 18,

If any person proclaims the teachings of
men, that person is not telling the truth;

and since Jehovah’s witnesses rely solely upon
the Bible truths and proclaim those truths
and nothing contrary thereto, they know they
are telling the truth and that no one ig tell-
ing the truth unless he follows the same eourse.
Every person devoted to God and Christ and
who proclaims the truth of God’s Word is a
Jehovah’s witness, The test by which it is de.
termined whether one iz a withess for Jeho-
vah or not is this: Is he fully conscerated
to God and Christ Jesus? and is he telling
the people plainly what is set forth in God’s
Word? That which is emphasized and magni-
fied in God’s Word is His own name and His
kingdom, by and through which God will
vindieate His name. Those who magnify the
name of Jehovah and His King and kingdom,
telling the people about the same, are the only
ones who are telling the truth of the Bible.
This they are doing in obedience to the com-
mandment the Lord has given them.—Mat-
thew 24:14; Isaiah 43:9-12; 61: 1,2,

Ethics! “Not

N A work entitled “Broadecasting and the

Publie”, a book deseribed on its title page
ag “A case study in social efhics by the Depart-
ment of Research and Edueation of the Fed-
eral Couneil of the Churches of Christ in
America”, the statement ig maliciously made,
“The two most widely known commereial pro-
grams are those of Father Coughlin and Judge
Rutherford,” The purpose of that statement
ig to tie the two men together in the mind of
thé reader of the book and discredit Chris-
tianity by making it seem to be a racket, as
iy the Federal Couneil itself.

On several occasions Judge Rutherford
broadceast the message of God’s kingdom over
the greatest networks in radic history: on
one occasion over 450 stations at one time,
Ignoring this faet, which eould not be ignored
by any honest author of a book claiming to
be a presentation of ethics on the subject of
broadeasting, or claiming to be a work on
“Broadeasting and the Publie”, this book,
after mentioning Father Coughlin, had the
following, on pages 146-147:

‘Judge Rutherford of Jehovah's witnesses (the
nsme Watech Tower or People’s Pulpit Association
iz used for broadeasting) sends out electrical fran-
soripiions very widely, even to some privately owned
stations in other countries, It is reporied that he
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Ordinarily”

had arranged a special network of sixty stations
for two addresses o be given in person in Sep-
tember 1937, but that a number had refused {o
carty them because of the highly controversial
character of his utterances. Judge Rutherford also
does not ordirarily solicit funds over the micro-
phone. His programs, like Father Coughlin’g, have
raised much controversy. Certain other orgsniza-
tions either make it a policy not to ask directly
for contributions or are not permitted by the sta-
tions to de so. In general, however, it scems that
most of those which broadeast on 2 commereial
hasis do make sueh requests-—sometimes very
blatantly. . . , [Italies supplied]

The tens of millions who have listened to
Judge Rutherford over the radio, and who
have read his hundreds of millions oi books,
know that he never asked anybody for funds,
gither ordinarily or extraordinarily, directly
or indireetly, and because of that faet, as
much as any other, he is probably more hated
by “Father” Coughlin and the Federal Coun-
eil of Churches and other racketeers and hypo-
crites than are all other persons put together.
The Federal Council of Churches, responsible
for that cheap, slimy insinuation, should re-
member that it is an association of clergymen,
whom Jesus denounced as a class as liars, mur-
derers and children of the Devil, Ethies! “Not
ordinarily.”
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.- 2acts of what hap-

“Let the People Know the Truth”

O the Editor
Ken, Ine.,
019 N. Michigan Ava,
Chicago, IIL
The Murch 9, 1939, issue of Ken containg
an article “Ruther-
ford & God, Inc.”,
which indicates a
prejudiced desire of
destructive criticism,
instead of a desire to
give straight facts, as
a news article would.
If the publishers
want to give fulsome
publicity to Judge
Rutherford, as im-
plied, why not pub-
lish, in Ken, the true

PABLICATIEN OFFIEE
WIE NS AN AYE
GHICATR

15 Tralalgar St.

pened in Northern
Rhodesia, including
Judge Rutherford’s
open letior, as pub-
lished in The Golden
Age of January 1,
19367

If the author of the
article knows s¢ much
about the Wateh Tow-
er, he must certainly
know that the state-
ment made in Hen
was misleading,

PFurther, concerning Jehovah’s witnesses, we
find these contradictory statements: ‘On the

Thear Mr.Jdenking

writes

THE (NBDER'S WOALD

¥r, Horbart E. Jornkins

Rochester, Hew York

We don't usually publish articles refuting
anything that has sppeared In KEN. But
lettors like youra wilil de parefully oon-
sidered for the Anvil Chorur.

Thenke very much for takisg the troubla to

_ cordhllyi % .
Arnold Gh@riadﬂ%
F1eip) Bditor

“Let the People Know the Truth”

- bighways, moborists are assailed at every turn

with their slogan, “Millions Now Living Wil
Never Die!””  , , | this creed preaches that
the day is close at hand when will take place
the Battle of Armageddon, . .. On that day,
) all but the righteous—
” . Bay 200,000 — will be
wiped from the face
of the globe.”” Now
which is it, 200,000 or
millions Tt seems the
aathor overdid him-
self there.

Why not print
facts, and let the peo-
ple know that his ene-
mies who kiss the foot
of an idol in Rome
would not and cannot
come out in the open
and answer his chal-
lenge to debate over.
the radio things that
are in the public in-
terest? The terms of
the judge’s challenge
may be found in the
widely cireulated
bocklet The Crisis,

Is Hen published
to make money or de-
fend demooracy § “Let
the people know the
truth and this eoun-
try-i(s safe”” (Ken)—Herbert B, Jenking, New
York.

Maroh 18, 1939

Aviation

Largest Land Plane :
4 The largest land plane in the United States,
owned by the Douglas concern, has a span of
139 feet and a length of 98 feet. It carries
30 sleeping passengers and 42 day passengers,
hesides a ercw of five. The plane is steam-
keated, and designed to maintain an inside
temperature of 70 degrees, regardiess of out-
side temperature or elevation. The four en-
gines have a total horsepower of 5,600. If, ag
is claimed, each rated horsepower is equiva-
lent to the strength of three horses, here is a
MAY 17, 1530

machine propelled through the air by the
puiling power of 16,800 horses.

The Wind Tunnel at Tech

¢ The giant wind tunnel at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology is 196 feet in length
and 16 feet in diameter, equipped to furnish
airflow at 400 miles an hour, increase or re-
duce alr pressure to maximum or minimum,
and to reeerd aceurately the behavior of every
sort of air contraption man can make.

19




Uses for Vestments

# It is more or less of a mystery to the av-
erage man what vestmentg are for. When s
man worth while gets ready to do anything
he lays off his coatments and vestments, and
sometimes his shirtments, rolis up his sleeves,
if any, and tackles the job in hand, But those
who toil not, nor spin, can put on the vest-
ments and keep them on as long as one more
nickel ean be had from the nickelee. Here is
a picture of the “Blessing of Animals in
Rome”. It is from page 62 of the magazine
Look, of April 26, 1938, It shows an elephant
and her calf being “blessed”; it took two birds
dressed in vestments to do that little stunt,
The elephants were beautifully garbed in Chi-
nese silk capes. The same page shows six dogs
being “blessed”; only two vestments on the
Job. But when it came to “blessing” two doves
there were at least five vestments in sight,
_ likely six, and maybe ten. It is just a way
for racketeers to keep the cash coming. It has
no value, significance or sense, and is stark
nonsense or, worse, blasphemy, The theory that
Almighty God would delegate some birds in
skirts to bestow blessings (what kind of bless-

ings?) on doves, dogs, elephants and other .

dumb ereatures is too silly for speech.

Jezebel Is Dolling Up

rgp~wa Jezebel is dolling up, putting on
kalsomine wherever she thinks it
will make the best impression, On
¥ June 156 the Congregation of the
o Holy Office instructed bishops over
the world to correct abuses. Explanations of-
fered are that in the smaller towns “the honor
paid to the saints often surpasses respectful
limit”; that there are “too many flowers, can-
dles and electrie bulbs around statues of the
gaints”, and “spectacular fireworks at religious
feasts when patron saints are commemorated”,
88 ig often the ease in southern Italy and in
New York eity. They seem to forget that
“first honor is due to the Almighty”. The
faet of the business is that the whole Hier-
archy strueture is wrong from top to bottom.
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There is nothing clean, sound, honest or Sexip-
tural in any of its teachings or practices, and
it is knowledge of this fact that makes the
Hierarchy afraid and nnwilling to meet Judge
Rutherford in publie debate for the discus.
sion of the great issues involved.

Ne Tassel, No Religion

# A cardinal’s hat has ten tassels on a side,
in four rows of one, two, three and four,
regpectively. A patriarch’s hat has thirty tas-
sely, but the hat is green instead of red. How-
ever, in the case of the patriarch the tassels
are interwoven with gold: and that makes a
big difference. Now, when it comes to an arch-
bishop, it seems that be has ten tassels, while
a bishop has but six. It seems to come down
to it that if you havern’t got any tassels on
your hat you are just a nobody. No tassel,
no religion. The next time somebody in the
religious business points out to you what a
great man he is, just you lock for his tassels.

The Communist Road to Fascism

€ Several months ago you published an arti-
cle saying that Communism is the road to
Fascism, and a Commumist friend said, “That’s
bosh.” 1 replied that if he would only open
his eyes and see what force is back of both
he would not say that; he would realize that
the Hierarchy’s howl abont Communism is all
a smoke screen and the people are being led
to the slaughter by the same hand that is
leading Fascism. Just a few days ago that
same friend said, “I believe yonu are right
about that, and I am keeping out of it from
now on. I do not want to stick out my neck
for nothing.”—Mrs, Roland Thibodeau, Maine.

The Pope’s Prayer

4 The New York Times tells about the pope’s
prayer for the so-called “Kucharistic Con-
gress” at Budapest, Hungary, in 1938 He
prayed that the Almighty might—

dispel the dark clounds that seem to threaten new
storms and cause our hearts to tighten.

And then the same thing happened that
oceurred at the mimilar “congress” at Mun-
delein, Illinois, and at many other places,
There was a whale of a big storm right at
the final and most spectacutar moment. The
purple-clad bishops and searlet-robed cardi-
nals were soaked to the skin and had to take
it for half an hour in one of the heaviest rains
that ever pelted the city, and the ones that
had expected to be the eynosure ¢of all eyes,
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up-on the platform, had no protection at all.
The reporter for the oceasion was cléver
enough to mention the nature of the pope’s
prayer and then follow it with the report
of the storm, and prohably everybody on the
staff of the Times got & hig kick out of i%;
for in their hearts they know the hypocrisy
back of the whole thing.

Pope to Confrol All Radio
B

™ it is a big contract for one man
to undertake, legally or illegally,
to control all the shortwave radio
g wz=o» stations in the world, but an ar-

<= ticle in the August, 1938, issue of
Mechanics and Handicraft seems to 1mply just
that. The pope is having installed at Vatican
City the mest powerful shortwave broadceast-
ing station in the world. The account says:

Operating on at least 20 different wave lengths,
each of whieh  is erystal controlled, the church
broadcasting stations can be switched to the wave
length oceupied by an aggressor station and blanket
that wave so eompletely that no one will hear the
anti-church vituperations, Capitzlizing on the abil-
ity to radiate 2 powerful directional beam to any
corner of the globe and using a switch requiring
but fourteen seconds to shift the beam from one

direction to another, it now becomes possible to
‘hang up’ any station which sttempts anti-chureh
activity.

In an address to subordinates Pope Pius XI
said the European situation is a hell of con-
fusions and contrasts. That is correet. The
pope ought to know. In encouraging Mussolini
and Hitler to wage his battles in Spain he
did more to make it a hell than any other
person on earth.

'No Relief Except for Cash -

4 Some advertising matter at hand of “the
Little Flower Holy Water Font” for $2 cash
in the mitt, eoncerning whieh the advertisers
say: “Remember you receive double reward
when you bless yourself with Holy Water,”
and, “Remember the reservoir contains suffi--
cient amount of Holy Water by actnal count
for 6,000 blessings.” The water, in the first
Place, was made by the Creator, and’ blessed
by Him, and nobody eould bless it any more;
but if people are not willing to put up cash
at the rate of one cent for 30 blessings, how
do yeun think anybody is going to sell “Holy
Water reservoirs”? Have a heart and come
across with the two berries, you tightwad,
(Zo be continued)

Not Yet Infallible

The Silver Test for Mushrooms

¢ You have printed on page 15 of your
Mareh 8 (1939) issue of Consolotion a small
item on mushrooms that could be very serious.
Your “expert” is not even a beginner; for
every book on mushrooms (and every library
hag many) begins with a warning against all
the old superstitions and usually gives this
silver “test” as one that has been responsible
for hundreds and maybe thousands of hor-
ribly painful deaths. The superstition will
go on; for it is usually passed on by word
of mouth amiong the illiterate who want a
shoriteut to safety with mushrooms, when
there is none. The silver will turn black when
the mushrooms being cooked have started to
deeay, but, put in with a kettleful of the
deadliest Amanitas that have been freshly
gathered, would not tarnigh at all. The Amani-
tag grow in every state in the Union and are
responsible for the deaths recorded in. the
newspapers usually reported as from “eating
toadstools” —E, H. Prothero, Oregon.
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Washington Universities Confused

¢ Some of the universities at Washington,
D. €, are C(atholic University, Gallaudet
University, George Washington University,
Georgetown University, National University,
Southeastern University, and Trinity Uni-

versity.

In Consolation No. 509, issge of March 22,
1939, the first and third of these universities
were confused. The Master Masons were plan-
ning to raise $7,200 for twelve scholarships
to the George Washington University of Wash.-,
ington, and not to the Cathohc Umversny of

Washington.

It was a faithful and valued contributor that
led Consolation inte this slip, as in the case
in eolumn to the left, and he in turn was mis-
led by a newspaper story that was incomplete
and imperfeet,

Needless to say, there is no desire to mis-
represent the Masons (nor anybody else) éven
though, in these evil times, they show mueh
fear to offend Ameriea’s worst enemles the
Roman Catholie H1erarchy
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Africa

The Plight of the Wakamba

@ Five thousand Wakamba tribesmen, aceom-
panied by their wives and children, trekked
to Nairobi, Kenya, British BEast Africa, to
protest against the enforced sale of their cat-
tle at 12s. per head, when the usual market
price is between 50s. and 100s, per head. It
18 alieged in correspondence in the Manchester
Guardion that 8 Eurepean meat factory was
located in their vicinity and was assured that
the Government would see to it that they re-
ceived for their purposes 100,000 head of
cattle per annum, No wonder the Wakamba
tribesmen are sore, All their best lands were
taken from them long ago. ’

Forced Marriages in Tanganyika
4 From page 16 of the Report of Tangan-

yika Territory to the Permanent Mandates

Commisgsion of the League of Nations, it ap-
pears that throughout the Mbulu district a
gystem hag crept in whereby bride price is
paid in installments by the prospective bride-
groom to the parents, sometimes for years
before the marriage. By the time the girl is
of marriageable age the parenis are so hope-
lessly in debt that their daughters are com-
pelled to go through with the marriage cere-
mony to men not of the girls’ own choosing,
This results in many divorces.

Ethiopia Before the League

4 Lthiopia, still a member of the League of
Nationg, periodieally torments that august but
movribund institution by presenting news from
Ttaly’s new African possession. Letters taken
from the bodies of Ttalian officers show that
they live in constant peril of surprise night
attaeks, or being shot in the back by osten-
gible friendly natives, Often their posts are
cut off from their bases for weeks at a time.
Natives are required to surrender their rela-
tives as hostages, if any member of & family
is known to be in the guerilla warfare against
Italian oceupation.

Comies in Central Africa

# In a copyrighted skit the MeNaught Syndi.
cate elaims thati the final destination of unused
Sunday comieg is that they go into interior
Africa, China and India for wrapping pareels,
and the natives get a big kick out af the pic-
tures even if unable to read the text,
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No Colonizatién of Ethiopia

¢ Italy decided that it will be years before
she can inaugurate colonization of Ithiopia,
for the excellent reason that the land is mot
yvet conquered. The ltalians themselves esti-
mate that there are still 300,000 rifles in
Ethiopian hands. The country is virtually
ruined. Before the war its exports were around
£5,000,000. Now they are about one-third that
amount, and it is necessary for the conquerors
to import foodstuffs in order to live.

The Italians are building some fine asphait
roads across the desert, ending at the border
of French Somaliland. It is generally held
that these roads are only for quick movement
of troops against French areas.

1,619 Elephants Killed in Uganda

¢ The Uganda game warden reports that
though the elephants in that African state
took mo lives last year, and the destruction
of native erops was small, yet 1,519 of the
great creatures were slain for their ivory.
The average elephant yields a total of 25
pounds of ivory, and it seems as if humanity
must be hard up for ivory to take the life
of a good-natured, harmless beast that might
live 200 wears if left alone.

New Highways in Egypt

4 New highways in Egypt that are bound
to attract the attention of all motorists who
can afford to take their ecars with them to
the Orient are the new East and West Motor-
way through the delta of the Nile, and the
much longer, 380-mile highway along the banks
of the Nile from Cairo to Assouan Dam.

Farm Profits in Egypt

# An item in the New York Times states that
one Egyptian farm recently sold for £500,000,
and has been returning its owner net profits
of from £50,000 up to £150,000 annually,
These figures are quite astonishing. Presum-
ably this farm is located in the Nile delta.

Burning Chocolate on Gold Coast
¢ The world produces more of every good
thing than the people can afford to buy, and
s0 one reads with interest of farmers on the
Gold Coast of Africa burning huge quanti-
ties of chocolate rather than sell it for prices
that do not pay for raising it.
CONSOLATION



Australasia

Labor in New Zealand

® The Labor government, returned to power
in New Zealand, wiped out private banking,
pays $00 a month te every couple over 60,
has health insurance, unemployment insur-
ance, workmen’s compensations, widows’ and
orphans’ pensions. Mortgage debts are ad-
justed according te ability to pay, both as
to principal and as to interest. The work re-
lief program is based on a 40-hour week, with
wages of $0 a day. Minimum wages are $18
a week. Teachers are paid while in training.
Prices for wheat, flour and bread are con-
trolled. There are guaranteed prices for bui-
ter, cheese, fruit and honey. Farm workers
get four weeks’ vacation a year with pay.
Thousands of homes have been built for work-
ing people at a rental they can afford to
pay. Employers are compelled to aceept arbi-
tration of industrial disputes. There ig full
freedom of speech, and full public control
of all railroad and air services.

Tung Production

4 Tung production has begun. in Australia,
500 trees planted at Byford having begun to
produce the onion-shaped and apple -sized
fruit, the sceds of which contain the finest
drying oil and base for paints known fo
modern history. For insulating compounds
used in dynamos, reables and wire-coating,
for exterior varnishes, gaskets and all water-
resisting surfaces, there is nothing to equal
tung oil. America takes about three-fourths
of China’s tung oil, amonnting to about 60,000
tons in 1936. The trees, also grown in Florida,
produce to some extent in five years after
planting, and af twenty years are in their
prime. In China & man that has 300 tung
trees i considered weaithy. There is no limit
to the demand for this valuable water—proof—
ing material.

Huge Spiders

¢ In Western Australia there are aspiders
nine inches in leg span and with bodies as
large as bantam eggs. They live on birds and
are not afraid to tackle a turkey, When cor-
ncred they even show fight to man, It is the
prowess of these huge spiders that hag led
some naturalists who are not Christians to
express the fear that at long last the only
remaining denizens of earth will be spiders.
MAY 17, 1939

And Were the Apiarists Mad?

4 The “all-wise” Commonwealth Nuirition
Advisory Council of Australia made up a
list of the staple diets of man and did not
put honey in. The Commonwealth Apiarists’
Asgociation thought this was a mere error
and made a complaint, and then Dr. Crump-
aton, the director-general of health, made pub-
lic a statement that the medical men had care-
fully considered the physiological and chemi-
eal facts regarding honey and eould not rec-
ommend the article as a staple commodity for
inclusion in the national diet of Awustralia.
From all of which it would appear that the
Australien medical men should next take the
Seriptures and where the Creator promised

 the Jews He would take them to a land flow-

ing with milk and honey, they should get out
a footnote with an addition that the milk
would be of no goed until the doctors had in-
oculated the cows with serums, and the honey
would be of no good at all, because there was
no way in which the bees eould be inoeulated.
All of whieh teaches what? Anyway, the api-
arigts are mad and one of their spokesmen
gaid it was unbelievable that the doctors should
have said such a thing and disclosed thetr
what he called “pure ighoranece”.

0il

¢ Australians are well pleased that an oil
field containing upward of 150 million gal-
lons has been discovered in Vietoria, This
iz the more appreciated for the reason that
the British Commonwealth of Nations now
produces but 2 percent of the world’s output
of oil. British capitalists, however, are in oil
ventures in every part of the earth.

Rats Three Feet Long :

# Rats more than three feet long are found
in Duteh New Guinea. Tails are of equal length,
namely, about 18 inches, to that of the head
and body proper. These rats have thick fur
and short, powerful jaws and are well able
to take care of themselves in a fight with al-
most any other eresture.

A Pearl Worth $40,000

¢ Off the coast of Australia, near the eity
of Broome, an Australian diver brought up
a pearl worth $40,000, the finest ever found
in that part of the world,
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. before Christ the Ro-

-Intcresting Information About Agriculture

NE of the big ranches in the United States

is the Kings ranch at Kingsville, Texas,
eomprising 1,280,000 acres of land. This ranch,
bordering the Qulf of Mexico for 100 miles,
brands 100,000 ealves a year. The town of
Kingsville, 5,000 population, is the center of
the estate. There are 1,600 miles of fence,
and 75,000 wild cattle on the range. It clears
$500, 000 4 year,

The Farwell brothers’ XIT ranch in the
panhandle section of Texas, the Hearst ranch
at Babicora, Mexico, and the Higginbotham
brothers’ ranch iz Du- -
rango, Mexico, have
each a million or more
acres. The Soviet
Government at Tru-
betskaya, North Cau-
casus, has a wheat
farm of 610,337 acres,
claimed to be the larg-
est single acreage to
be put under the plow,

Four hundred years

mans considered five

i e

acres in Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Kansas
and New Mexico are now under cultivation,
and it is helieved that four-fifths of this area
will support the resident population in a fair
degree of prosperity.

Farmers and would-be farmers in the Unit-
ed States, where land is so plentiful and so
accessible, would be interested to see the great
pains taken in various parts of Italy, Swit-
zerland, Belgium and the Netherlands, to see
the pains that are taken to make every acre
pay its way. The slopes of Mount Vesuvius
are cultivated almost
to the crater of the
volcano. There are a
half million more
farms in the United
States now than there
were ten years ago.

Many New Crops
Soy beans, only re-
eently grown in the
United States, are
now an important
erop. Good food for

acres of cultivated
land, with space for
pasturage enough to
support a family. Today there are 820 truck
farms in New York city, to wit, 4 in Brook-
lyn, 66 in Staten Island, and 250 in Queens,

The oldest farm in the United States is a
seven-acre farm at Ysleta, Texas, under one
management and ownership since 1540, In
Hanover, Germany, is a farm which has been
in the possession of the same Hiesterman fam-
ily for 1,100 years. Tradition has established
the unwritten law that only white borses.
are used on this farm.

The biggest barn in the world, that of
H. D. Watson, Kearney, Nebraska, is 300
feet long, 100 feet wide, and 56 foet high,
It is located just 1,733 miles from Boston
and just 1,733 miles from San Francisco.

California farm lands are getting into the
hands of the banks and eanning trusts, with
eonsequent labor troubles due to thirst for
profits. There are still 123,984,029 acres of
freeland open for homesteading in the United
States, an area larger than old Germany.

" It is believed that the dust bowl iz now
under control. One-third of these 97,000,000
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Live oak at Sloane’s ranch, Santa Maria, California

man and beast, they
are also useful in the
manufacture of lubri-
cating oil, illuminating oil, printing ink, glye-
erine, Tubber, explosives, flour, salad dress-
ing, margarine, linoleum, eoﬂ’ee waterproof.
ing, soap, milk, paint, celluloid 'and varnish.

Lespedeza grows two or three CTOpS & year;
it is used for hay when made into ensllage,.
and the abundant seeds make good pouliry
feed” Kudzu, or porch vine, grows in the
southeast, and helps rebuild impoverished
soils. It senda. out runners seventy feet long
in a single season. The runners take Toot
and rope down the soil, Best of all, the
cattle like it. '

Tung trees have several times been men-
tioned in these columns, There is a large and
permanent market for tung oil, most of which
is still imported from China. Tung trees grow
well in Florida, Bamboo is coming. America
imports $2,000,000 worth of bamboo annu.
ally, used for a great variety of purposes.

The eactus, once a nuisance, is now grown
48 a crop on 1,000,000 acres in Arizona. The
juice is widely used for soaps, eleaners, boiler
eompounds, water softeners, drugs and candy.
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Foresters in'Sweden do their cooking on
electrie stoves, for the reason that water is to
be had for nothing, while the forests can be

cut down and turned into silk stockings and’

copies of Conseletion magazine. .

New methods are in use, and more are com-
ing. Thousands of acres of wheat were sown
from the air in Russia; and thousands of acres
of rice were sown from the air in California.
Hay is no longer left in the sun, but is arti-
ficially dried in the hayfield and stored at once,

Wooden plows are still made and used in
certain localities in England where they serve
better than metal plows on account of the
nature of the clay soil. Plowing with gangs
of plows attached to a tractor is ecommon. In
Orange county, California, is a plow which
turns a furrow up to 42 inches deep. It has
to be lifted and lowered by hydraulic power.,
. It is used te plow again good land which was
buried one to two feet beneath the sand in a
flood. It works.

A man in Snodland, Kent, England, has .

made a living for sixty vears growing walk-

ing sticks to order, A woman outside of Buf-

falo, who knew something about the care of

goats, has a goat farm that pays her well.
Tale iz well spoken of. It is declared that,

dusted on plants, it will destroy all pests.

Other Pest Killers

The odd discovery is reported that castor
beans kill grasshoppers and ehinch bugs, and
even the birds stay away from their vieinity;
80 it seems that there are others besides hu-
mans that do not care for castor oi.

Skunks live on beetles, erickets, grasshop-
pers, rats, mice, ground squirrels and pocket
gophers ; and though they do sometimes visit
chicken houses, as a whole they are good
friends te the farmer. Truek growers in
(Georgia have had their tomato crops saved
from destruetion by the raids of skunks upon
the horned worms that got there first,

Pheasants live on corn borers and other
forms of inseet life inimiecal to erop raisers,
Gulls have many times saved crops, in all
parts of the world, They eat grasshoppers
by the billions.

Weeds are killed by machinery. In various
parts of the world they are sprayed  along
the railroad’s right of way, and with good
results.

Soilless Farms.
Progressive farmers are dubious about the
TMAY 17, 1930

coming soilless farms, but it is well estab-

“lished that eight such farms are experimen-

tally now operating, four of them in Califor-
nia. Enough chemicals to supply a fifty-gallon.
tank can be bought for about $1. Potatoes,
radishes, tomatoes and lettuce are favorite
erops to grow in tanks, .

Some of the advantages pointed out of
growing crops in tanks are that more erops
can be grown in less space, more crops can
be intermingled, one crop may follow an-
other without allowing the soil to rest, and
tall and short plants may be grown as clogely
together as light will permit.

The big government dams are now operat-
ing to produce high-powered fertilizers which,
it is elaimed (and no doubt the claim is true),
are three times as polent as other fertilizers,

Grist mills of today travel about from
farm to farm., A portable flour mill on a
truck carries its own electric motor and is
equipped to grind all kinds of feed.

The botanieal gardens at Leningrad are
watered by an artificial rainfall similar to
that in nuse at the Watchtower plant at radio
station WBBR. The entire garden is watered
at one time, and automatically.

In Umatilla eounty, Oregon, coal costs $20
a ton laid down at the ranch, and a wheat
grower, Peter Weidert, has found by actual
axperienee that he can raise his own fuel at
$16 a ton, and likes it better than coal. He
uses wheat, “buckwheat coal” size. It startles
one, but, after all, it is all right, is it not}

Getting Rid of the Surplus Wheat

With the biggest wheat surplus in history,
all nations are interested as to how to dis-
pose of it. Secretary Wallace believes in dis-
tributing it to the people in the low-income
classes, at prices they ecan afford to pay; and
this seems to be in line with reason and com-
mon senge, He thinks that if the very poor
get into the habit of eating all they want
the home market will expand. Anyway, there
does not seem much sense in shipping the
surplus abroad when there are hungry peo-
ple at home.

Oranges for Cows

It is found in Palestine that cows like
oranges and thrive on them; so here is an
outlet for waste aoranges. Cows have also been
fed lemons, iimes and left-over jams and seem
to like them all. They take to prunes, too.
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Public Utilities

Poor 0l1d Backward Uncle Sam

In Holland and Switzerland 100
S pereent of the farms are electri-
% = fied ; in Japan, 90 percent; and in

other countries, such as Franee, Jer-

many, Sweden, Norway and Den-
mark, about the same, In the poor old back-
ward United States, only about 10 percent
of the farms are clectrified, on account of the
great desire of the banks and eolleges and
newspapers that all the profits from the manu-
facture and sale of eleetric current should go
to private concerns rather than to the con-
BUMETS. : v

What the People Owe the Power Trust

¢ What the people owe the Power Trust is
a subject that might interest some. They are
especially interested in it at Allegan, Michi-
gan, where it cost the taxpayers $100,0600 in
a fight with the Trust {0 gain the right to
erect their own hydroelectric piant. The city
finaily won the fieht. Its people now have low
rates (down to as low as 14 cents per kilo-
watt-hour for 200 kilowatts), and have a
beautiful lake with & 20-mile shore line, bath-
ing beaches and park improvements nof pos-
sible otherwise. All the Trust loses is the priv-
ilege of the further robbery of the people of
Allegan, It has plenty of territory elsewhere.

Kalamazoo Free from Debt

. 4 Kalamazoo, Michigan, is the only city in
the United States of over 50,000 population
that is entirely free from debt. It was all done
in seven vears by a man who believes in the
prineiple 6f “Pay as you go”. Had the city
been in the hands of flag-waving politicians
it would never have been made free. Flag-
waving, breast-beating, oratory and loud eries
of patriotism are the exaet opposite of the
business administration Kalamazoo had under
the administration of Edward C. Lutz.

Low Taxes in Fort Wayne

¢ In Fort Wayne, Indiana, the tax rate paid
for all purposes, eity, county and state, is
$2.36 for cach $100 of taxable property. Thus
the eity has the lowest tax rate of any ecity
of more than 10,000 population in the state.
The reason for this ig the large contribution
made by the munieipally owned light and
power plant to the general funds of the eity.
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Rural Electrification Progress

9 The big public utilities, having stopped
for the moment the process of lifting them-
selves into prosperity by the hootstraps of
holding eompanies, are now doing some real
work for the people, and this, in view of the
faet that the people have presented them with
about $13,000,000,000, seems not a bad idea.
They plan to construct during the current
yerr 70,000 miles of rural power lines, to
provide light and power for a quarter of a
million homes. This is not much, In so great
a country, but it is something. On this mat-
ter of giving the people a chance for better
and cheaper public utilities, the New Deal is
entitled to a great big credit mark.

Neo City Taxes for Seven Years

4 Residents of the city of Sturgis, Michigan,
have had to pay no city taxes for seven con-
secutive years, The profits from the city-owned
hydroeleetric plant take eare of all the civie
needs. The public utility companics that are
boasting that they have a $13,0600,000,000
enterprise (largely a gift from the people,
through outrageous rates for current and de-
posits for meters) eannot reckon the Sturgis
rlant on their list,

The Big Plow 2 Success

¢ The big plow, weighing ten tons, which is
uged to plow-up the oeean hottoms, is de-
elared to be a great suecess. At & depth of
half a mile the great plow, twenty feet loneg,
makes a trench, feeds the cable into #t and
buries it, all at one operation. Hitherto there
has been heavy damage io cables by fishing
operations.

The Longest Chain

# The longest ehain ever manufactured com-
prises 12,500 steel links, weighs 43,000 pounds,
and is 4,200 feet long. It is used to dig fur-
Tows on the acean bottom within which ocean
cables are laid, to prevent them from heing
damaged by fishing equipment, '

Penn Yan'’s Gift to Consumers

4 For the ninth time in eight years the city

fathers of Penn Yan, New York, have pre-

sented econsumers with one month’s electricity

free of charge. Bills were sent out as usual,

each one marked “Paid in full”,
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The Poverty of India

N A PREMONSOON storm is break-

’ g
TN ing around us as we trudge along
a jungle track between two villages.

E¥S Approaching us we see a strange,
unhappy-locking pair. One of them
bears a likeness to & horse; vet it is but a
colleetion of bones held together by skin.

Over its baek is a bundle of rags, and at
each side 1s slung a dirty ean of oil, Beside
this specter trudges a little shrunken woman,
her bare feet squelching in the mire. With
her rain-drenched sari hanging miserably
around her, she makes for market, where
perhaps she may get a few pice for her oil.

Retracing our steps we come across her
again—companionless and weeping. The horse
has collapsed in the storm.

Another day and the sun is scorching. We
meet a man with a load of wood upon his
head, He has gathered it and will walk bare-
foot for eight miles, sell it, and return—sll
for the equivalent of one penny.

Here is a village school, Some boys are eat-
ing, from scraps of cloth, their midday meal,
1t consists of pancake made of poor flour and
water, eaten with sall and red pepper,

These are a few of the symptoms of the
seourge of India. The many causes are cor-
related,

One eould fix the hlame on malaria, since
it incapacitates a great many pecple during
the course of the vear and swallows a sum
total of a thousgnd million working days.
Livil after-effects and reduced vitality fur-
ther lower the effectiveness of workers.

Ignoranee in agriculture might also be se-
lected as 2 primary cause; for the painfully
prehistoric methods have produced a situation
in whieh production is steadily decreasing,
seeds deteriorating, and food getting shorter,
while the population increases. But then the
peasant farmer is so poor that he cannot af-
ford either better implements or good sced.

In 1830 it was estimated that the income
of millions averaged 4d. [14 cents] per day.

The government counts sixfold as a full

-erop and colleets taxes on that bhasis. So the
farmer already in debt becomes more so with
successive scasons of deercasing yield and per-
petual tax,

Ninety percent of Indin’s people face this
prospect. Therc was a time when they could
MAY 17, 1838 '

supplement income with the sale of handmade
goods. Cottage industries were well developed
and cotton and silk goods, carpets, brass, and
ivory work were the envy of the world. The
influx of factory goods and the manipulation
of imperial preference have strangled all this,
Laneashire mills sent eotton goods to the vil.
lager. With what was he to buy?

Over and ahove these factors there iz the
cost of an expensive alien administration which
in the last analysis falls upon the stricken
magses. They pay also for the mechanism of
subjection — the bombers and bayvonets, ma-
chine guns, and prisons. .

This is mainly a one-way traffie. Very little
of the wealth gets back to its creators, It flows
away from the villages, away from India;
for the FEuropeans demand Furopean com-
modities and comforts. Thus there flows a
stream of wealth into the pockets of British

“eapitalists.

The sum total effect is like a continuous
lass of blood from a main artery —Peace News.

Britain’s Problem in Waziristan

€ To maintain conncetions with Waziristan,
India, without having the treops starved or
shot Lo pieees en route, Britain expends sume
£400,000 a year to bribe the Mahsuds en route
to be good. But they are not goed, and the
only wuy they know to be sure of their in-
come is to make just encugh trouble to make
it worth while 1o pay them so that they will
not be worse. The Indian correspondent of
the Manchester Guardion thinks ill of this
policy, and the one associated with it, namely,
the constantly recurring hombing of the eivil-
ian populations of Waaziristan. The fact that
these bombings still eontinue makes it hard
for all the British statesmen who attend con-
ferences where agreecments are sought that
the murder of civiliang from the air should
be ierminated.

Does India Need More Religion?

¢ Persons who think the world nceds more
religion, instead of more Christianity (which
is its exact opposite}, should refleet upon the
religious act of a poor man at the temple of
Sitla Devi, Lucknow, India. He cut off his
tongue and laid it on the altar as an offering
for the life of his son. The poor man collapsed
and was taken to & hospital.
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The Political Situation

® The bomb which Hitler exploded in Czecho-
slovakia, blowing it apart, and his seizure of
most of that State, also killed the Munich
settlement of last September. Chamberlain’s
“appeasement” policy died a sudden death.
Munieh, with all it was represented to the
British people to be, has gone into history, and
for Britain the immediate result is a tighten-
ing of the preparations for a general war.
Chamberlain at first seemed stunned, and in
Parliament spoke a halting piece. Something
awakened him, and next day in a general
broadeast speech he spoke as if aroused. There
are those who say he seemed moved more by
_the personal faetors—he had been let down
badly by Hitler, in whose word he had trust-
ed—than by the situation which had arisen.
The country will not let him go back on his
word, however much he might desire to con-
tinue to try to appease the ruthless leader;
nor can he make any attempt to do so and
retain the headship of his party and the chief
office in the government of the country. Cer-
1ainly eonseription to m111tary service, so much
desired by some politicians, is brought nearer,
and it is clear that very soon there will be
some form of conscription for general State

service introduced.* On the whole, it is prob-

ably true to say that the population of Brit-
ain has not been greatly stirred as in last
September., The continued exeitement of the
European news has dulled the outward sen-
sibilities of ‘the people.

Those who have io depend upon the poli-
ticlans in office for their guidance and pro-
ieetion have some hard things to swallow:
they must find themselves in the position of
having to believe that these men often delib-
erately try to deceive them, or are unequal
to their task of guiding the eountry’s affairs
-—or both. In the threatening days which pre-
ceded the Great War someone said of the then
smaller troubles, “The events are greater than
the men handhng them.” That expressibn has
a much emphasized meaning now. Only a few

-*Jn effeet, since above was written.—Ed.
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days before Hitler broke into Czechoslovakia
and set all Burope in a turmoil and quick-
ened every war office into aetivity, Chamber-
lain had ecalled together the political corre-
spondents of the newspapers to fell them the
general situation wag very mueh easier, and
to get them to spread words of hope and cheer,
At the same time one of the chief members
of hig ecabinet expressed the hope of getting
the big chiefy in Europe into a conference
for the reduction, of armaments, and spoke
of a possible “golden age”, if this could be
effected. Perhaps Chamberlain was so enam- .
ored of his appeasement policy as to blind
himself to the facts now evident to all,

Anthony Eden, the hope of many, does not
carry that bearing of definite ability which
might otherwise turn the leadership to him
and a few others, who in their poliey would
certainly make no effort to try to appease
either of the two dictators wha trouble Europe
by their ambition. The other alternative, &
possible Labor government, is at present a
remote consideration. Labor is net united:
it secks its own party’s welfare, fearing to
lose what it bas gained if it were to be joined
with others in maiters of foreign policy.

Exalting a Fellow Rackefeer :
® In hig place in the House of Lords, the
archblshop of Canterbutry, joining in a dis-
cussion on the European situation created
by Hitler's rape of Czechoslovakia, gave the
Papaey the pre-eminence he is now alwaya
ready to show towards its pope. The arch-
hishop said of himself that he was minded
to issue an invitation to all leaders of Chris-
tian communities in Furope and possibly
America to join in a conference. The areh-
bishop sees that religion is getting crowded
in and that it is fast getting into as danger-
ous a position as the smaller states of Europe
threatened by the totalitarian aggressors, He
wants the pope to join in a declaration that
the new exaltation of the State at the ex-
pense of human personality in international
questions is inconsistent with Christian prin-
ciples. He admitted that the sueccess of such
a conference would depend on the pope’s
leadership, and added, as a hint {o the pope, -
“T+ might be possible to suppose that the pope
might feel he had come to_ his spiritual king-
dom for such a time as this.” A response
emanating from the Hicrarchy’s spokesman
in Rome ig that the pope never initiates any
move of a political nature. Of course he does
CONSOLATION,



‘not--outwardly; but the plain facts show that
he is one of the greatest of the political forces
now active in the world, and certainly the
subtlest. The keen watchers in the Hierarchy
know that so-called “Protestantism” is not
vet ready to follow the archbishop, and they
wait for a day when ihe pope ean be put
forward as the world’s champion for religion.
Religionists will surely unite on some com-
mon ground before long; not for the inter-
ests of the kingdom of heaven, nor becanse
they love cach other, but because a religious
pact may possibly save their organizations
from destruction, Perhaps thé archbishop’s
suggestion is the first méve towards that end.

The Pope’s Triple Crown

® The London Roman Catholie papers are
ghy in giving the reason why the pope wears
a three-erowned tiara on his state occasions,
The Universe tells an inquirer that the mean-
ing of this is unecrtain, but is accepted by
the chureh as representing the pope’s head-
ship of the ehureh suffering, the church mili-
tant and the ehurch triumphant; also that it
represents the church teaching, sacrificing and
obedient. This professed uncertainty is sus-
picious, coming from an organization that
has everything eonnected with it particular-
ized to the minutest detail, and with its ree-
ords carefully preserved through the centu-
ried, The modesty is not becoming: it is as-
sumed. No doubt there has not been a pontifi-
eal statement, but when the pope’s infallibil-
ity was proclaimed in 1870 the dogma was
retrospective, and what the popes said who
made their crowns ought not to bhe hidden in
professed uncertainty, History has its records,
and there is little question of their accuracy.
It was not till the eighth century that the
pope began to wear a erown, to signify his
headship over the churches and as ruler over
all those called “Christians”. In the twelfth
century Pope Boniface added a seeond crown.
The Papacy had now become a world power
and the pope claimed to be the vicegerent
of Christ and, as such, to have dominion over
the kings of the earth. The double erown rep-
rescnted this elaim of headship over all Chris-
tians and all states. Still later, in the four-
teenth ecentury, Pope Urban V added another
erown, to signify the pope’s lordship in hell
and earth and Heaven. The Papal ¢laim is

that of {a) power to deliver such as it pleases

from “purgatory”, (b} power over all Chris-
tians, and over the kings of earth, and (c} to
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have dominion in heaven. This latter it exer-
cises, it is alleged, when the pope beatifies
and then canonizes one who has eseaped “pur-
gatory”. The popes claim the office of appoint-
ing in heaven those who have the right of
dircetly approaching God for the suffering
gaints on earth. The Roman chureh has cer-
tainly gained power over its members hy its
false claims, but its assumption of rule over
the dead, and its claims to authority in heaven,
must be ranked as blasphemous. These daring
assumptions of autherity, boldly kept up by
the wearing of the triple erown, are not suit-
able for genera! proclamation today, partie-
ularly so in Britain and America. Hence the
modesty and professed uncertainty of the
Roman Catholie newspapers, guided thereto
by the Hierarchy in Rome. Thi§ assumption
of princely and kingly authority grew as the
Papaey itself had grown. There was no pope
in Rome till the fourth century. Then the
churech in Rome, professedly Christian, but
no longer disciples of Christ, gained in power
in the city ehiefly by reason of the Emperor
Constantine’s removing to Byzantium (renam-
ing it Constantinople) and making that eity
the seat of his empire. The bishop of Rome
agsumed the title of Papa, or Pope, and called

‘himself the head of all Christisns. Papacy

developed itself through the centuries and is
now being brought to its fullest development
by the submission of those who have more or
less bitterly opposed it and have resented its
claims, Ignoring all these things and its blas-
phemous utterances of the past—mnot for a
moment admitted by Rome as such, the arch-
bishop of Canterbury is prepared to lead all

Christians to call for the pope’s help, accept-

ing him as chief or head of “Christendem®.

Saluting the Flag

® The king and the queen recently visited
Newcaslle-on-Tyne, mainly for the purpose of
launching a battleship., The city aunthorities
made an elaborate program for the visit. It
is said that the most impressive incident in
the program was the taking of a mass ocath
of allegiance by 2,500 children. The younp-
sters sang for their majestics, led by the
chairman of the eity education committee.
This was their oath: “TI do swear by Almighty
God that 1 will be faithful and bear true alle-
giance to his majesty King George VI, his
heirs and successors aecording to law, so help
me God.” The children were so arranged in
the balcony of the hall that, on a signal, each
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should produee a colored eard, the whole dis.
playing the design of a Union Jack flag.
Whether this was just & pieece of some local
enthusiasm or a set attempt to infroduce flag-
saluting is not known; but it is the kind of
thing that many high-placed individuals would
like to see introdueed regularly, and there are
those who have expressed the wish that school
children should regulariy be taught and be
expected to salute the flag. Neweastle used
to be a center of radiealism, and sueh an in-
eident could not then have happened. Per-

haps there is some of ihe old spirit left, now -

seen in the softer Labor party. It was rather
noticeable that Newcastle’s morning newspa-
pers almost ignored the incident in their re.
ports of the royal visit,

A Bishop Wakes Up

® The bishop of St. Albans has come to be-
lieve that the Devil is busy in the earth, He
says: “l can look back a good many years,
for I am now approaching the allotted span
of threescore years and ten, but never in my
life have I realized the organized forees of the
Devil as they are today-—organized, equipped
and enthusiastic. I have never realized the
power of these forces for evil as during the
last five or ten years.” No, he and the chureh
he represents, and other veligionists, have gone
on their way as if neither (God nor the Devil
interfered with or interposed in the work of
their gelf-appointed business of ‘hringing in
the kingdom of heaven on earth’—and they
have been in no hurry to get their task fin-
ished. The hishops have dropped the thought
of a personal God, the Creator, for a general,
nebulous Great First Cause— whatever that
might mean. The majority are evolutionists,
“Modernists,” as they style themselves, and
they refuse to be guided by the holy Serip-
tures. They refuse the prophecics, and they
decline to hear the word of warning which
1od has sent abroad in the earth and is con-
tinuing to send by His witnesses. As they
have ignorcd the personality of the Creator,
confusing themselves with the dogma of a
thnity of persons yet only one (od, so have
they ignored the fact of the Devil, and what
the Seriptures tell of his opposition to God
and of the final confliet in these days when
God establishes His kingdom. For years past
this conflict, now hastening to its crisis, has
been the special witness voiced by Judge Ruth-
erford and carried abroad through the earth
that all men might know that those days of
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evil are upen the earth. Of them Revelation
(12:12) says, “Woe to the inhabiters of the
earth . . . ! for the devil is eome down unto
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth
that he hath but a short time” That word,
in eourse of fulfillment, is ignored by reli-
gionists, and even the hishop will not come
out of the church which is doing what it can
to uphold the present system, They fail to see
that religion is one of the chief causes of the
troable whieh is bringing the collapse of what
is called “civilization™.

A League of Prayer .

® Every morning the British Broadeasting
Corporation broadeasts a religious service—-
Church of England, of eourse. This lets reli-
gion into the Corporation’s business, and in
theory gives a tone for the remainder of the
day; for which it is sboul as usecful as the
prayers by which each bession of the House
of Commons deliberations are begun, Not Jong
ago the parson who conduets the broadeast
gervice coneeived the idea of forming a prayer
league, and, taking the opportunity which his
position gave, one was launched. The idea
eaught on, but there was no great increase
till the crisis of last September, which sent
multitudes into the chureh buildings to pray
—they certainly were Trightened at that time.
It is now said that the league has one and
a half million members. The league is for
prayer and serviece, and has no denomina-
tionel differences recopnized. Apparently the
peace of the world is the chief objeet of the
prayers— and set forms of words are supplied.
The members of this prayer league got a
rather heavy blow from Hitler's latest ae-
tions, for by these the world is thrown inte
its worst turmoil sinee the time of the World
War, There is now some call for knowledge
of how to pray, and already one parsen has
got busy with a school to teach the ari of
prayer.

The serviee to whieh the members are di-
rected is (&) that connected with Air Raid
serviee, (b) the evacuation of the town popu-
lations in casc of an air raid, (e) elub and
charity organization services, (d) organiza-
tion of holiday camps; and some other simi-
lar items of eommunily service.

This, of course, is merely another religious
stunt, to hoodwink the people into the helief
that religion is their hope in time of trouble,
and that by it they ean serve both God and
mankind, and save their souls.
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Animal Husbandry

Ever See a Rodeo?

# Have you ever seen a rodeo? In Our Dumb
. Animals there is a deseription of one that
would make you wish not to sce one. The
writer tells of seeing a wild and untamed
range horse, not broken to saddle or halter,
frightened and frantie, in the presence of
eruel men who thrust the bits into his mouth
and fixed the saddle on his baek. Then a cow-
boy leaped upon his back and the horse
went mad with terror, bucking, plunging and
sereaming, with his rider kicking and spur-
ring his sides and tugging at the bit in his
tender mouth. Sweat-stained and foaming at
the mouth the horse plunged inte a high
board fence and fell over dead from sheer
fright. Never mind. Don’t bother to send a
free ticket to the mext rodeo.

Sympathy for a Poor 0ld Gelding

4 In a pasture near Fort Wayne, Indiana,
a mare was found to exercise a motherly
watch-care over a poor old gelding that was
blind. She guided him to choice pasture spots,
took him to the watering place and back
again, kept the other horses away, and, when
she thought he was in danger from human

creatures, leaped on her hind legs and charged
furiously with her front feet. The informa-
tion between the two was evidently passed
silently through the nose, part of the time
the mare using her nose to push him where
he should go and the rest of the time he snug-
gling his nose against her hind gquarters for
guidance. How do you suppose he told her
he was blind, and a poor old gelding?

The Big Heart of a Mother

4 You know about the big hearts of mothers,
Here is another one, At Wilmington, Califor-
nia, a six-year-old German police dog became
the mother of nine little puppies, making, all
together, 65 for her so far., At the same time
a tabby eat in the home of her owner had
three little kittens. The mother cat was killed
by a naughty, bad dog, The thing didn’t seem
right to the maternal heart of the six-year-old
mother police dog, so she adopted the three
little kittens and is taking care of them in
A-1 style along with her own little family.
She thought if she had to look after nine
babies at once it might just as well be an
even dozen and done with it. Some mothers
are like that.

In a few more days the special offer of
a bound book and two hooklets free with
a year's subseription for The WATCH-
TOWER expires. If you have not sent in
your subscription, aet promptly.

You need the WATCHTOWER maga-
zine for your peace of mind. There is no
other publication that will bring you so
much comfort and hope, beeause it is de-
voted entirely to the study of the Bible.
The things that are happening throughout
the earth, as reported by the publie press,

Last Call for Watchtower Subscriptions

are very disquieting to those who desire
to live in peace and security, but when
viewed in the light of prophecy, these
things take on & new meaning and prove
.that the day of deliverance is near.

The hooklets FACE THE FACTS and
FASCISM OR FREEDOM, plus the bound
book which you select, all sent free upon
receipt of your subscription, arc themselves
worth far more than the year’s subseription
rate, which is $1.00 in the United States,
$1.50 in otler countries.

Name

- WATCHTOWER,
Eneclosed find $1.00 [$1.50 outside of U. 8. A.]. Send The Watchtower for one year; also the

booklets Face the Facts and Fascism or Freedom and the bound book
[Choose from the list below]*

City

*Enemies, Riches, Jehovah, Preparation, Preservation, Prophecy, Deliverance, Reconeilintion,
Creation.

BROOKLYN, N.Y,

Strect
State
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You Ave Invited to f\ttend
. ' the
Watchtower Convention
June 23-25, 1939
Key City: New York
© Other cities to be tied in by direct wire:

InU.8. A
Los Angeles
Chicago

In Britain

. London Glasgow
and other cities

Tn New York City, sessions on.Friday and Sat-

urday will be held at Manhattan Center, 34th St.

and 8th Ave. On Sunday all meetings will be at
Madison Square Garden, 50th St. and. 8th Ave.

Liocations in other ecities 'w ril] be announced later.
Make your plans now to attend one of these enthu-

-siastic gatherings of Jehovah’s witnesses, and by all

means hear Judge Rutherford’s lecture “GOVERN-
MENT AND PEACE”, Sunday afternoon, 4 to 5,

New York Daylight Savmg Time, at or from Madl- -

son Square Garden,
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